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e White House accuses Opec+ of aligning with Russia — Financial
Times - OCTOBER 5 2022
e Joe Biden to ‘re-evaluate’ Saudi relations after Opec cuts, White
House says — Financial Times - OCTOBER 11 2022



e Saudi Arabia defends oil production cuts after US backlash -
Financial Times - OCTOBER 13 2022

¢ Iran’s women have been fighting this fight for a long time -
Financial Times - OCTOBER 15 2022
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e White House accuses Opec+ of aligning with Russia — Financial
Times - OCTOBER 5 2022

The White House has accused Opec+ of aligning with Russia after Saudi Arabia led
the group in agreeing deep oil production cuts, prompting a backlash from
countries battling surging energy inflation triggered by Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine. The Opec+ group said it would reduce production targets by 2mn barrels
a day, equivalent to 2 per cent of global supply, following its first in-person
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meeting in two years in Vienna. The actual cut in output is likely to be closer to
1mn b/d as many weaker members have struggled to hit production targets in
recent months. The decision came despite extensive lobbying by the US
government before the meeting and marked a significant breach with the Biden
administration, which is seeking to drive down oil and petrol prices ahead of
crucial midterm elections in November and to starve Russia of energy revenues.
The Biden administration criticised the cuts, calling it a “shortsighted decision” at
a time when “maintaining a global supply of energy is of paramount importance”.
White House spokesperson Karine Jean-Pierre told reporters on Air Force One it
was “clear” Opec+ was “aligning with Russia”. Saudi Arabia’s energy minister
Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman dismissed suggestions that the cartel’s cuts would
hurt consumers, arguing that the group’s actions were intended to encourage
long-term investment in oil production. “Show me where is the act of
belligerence,” he said in response to questions following the announcement.
Energy markets required “guidance without which investment would not
happen”. In response to the Opec+ decision, the US said it would continue to
release oil from its strategic stockpiles “as appropriate” and that it was exploring
“additional responsible actions” to lift domestic oil supply. President Joe Biden
will also work with Congress on legislation to “reduce Opec’s control over energy
prices”, the statement added, in an apparent reference to anti-cartel legislation
known as NOPEC that has long been considered by US lawmakers but has not
been passed. Qil prices have risen more than 5 per cent since Friday in the run-up
to the meeting, and international benchmark Brent edged higher to $93.95 a
barrel after news of the cut. Analysts said Saudi Arabia’s move, which will damage
western governments’ efforts to curb Russian oil income used to sustain its war in
Ukraine, marked a significant moment in Riyadh’s 75-year energy alliance with the
US. “Saudi Arabia has set Opec on a collision course with the free world. They
have sided with Russia in the name of protective oil market management — just
as consumers across the world are battling inflation and the rising cost of living,”
said Bill Farren-Price, a veteran Opec watcher at consultancy Enverus. “There are
bound to be political consequences for Riyadh.” The cartel’s decision came hours
after EU countries agreed to a US plan to impose a price cap on Russian oil
exports, an effort by western countries to drive down prices of crude and fuel.
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Saudi Arabia and other Opec Gulf countries fear this plan would reduce oil prices
across the board and could even be used against them in future. Recommended
ExplainerOpec Opec+ unleashes shockwaves with big cut to oil production “This is
hugely political and a very clear signal of Opec’s discontent regarding the price
cap,” said Amrita Sen, chief oil analyst at Energy Aspects. “Regardless of whether
the price cap is actually effective, they see this as a dangerous precedent.” Opec
secretary-general Haitham al-Ghais from Kuwait argued the group was providing
“security” and “stability” for energy markets. “Everything has a price,” he said.
“Energy security has a price as well.” United Arab Emirates energy minister Suhail
Al Mazrouei said the group was focused on averting an oil price crash as in 2008,
and did not want to get involved with discussions over Russia’s role in the market.
“In Europe, they have their own story, in Russia they have their own story. We
can’t be siding with this country or that country,” Mazrouei told the Financial
Times.

e Joe Biden to ‘re-evaluate’ Saudi relations after Opec cuts, White
House says — Financial Times - OCTOBER 11 2022

US president Joe Biden is re-evaluating America’s relationship with Saudi Arabia
after the Opec+ decision last week to cut oil production, a top White House
adviser said on Tuesday, as tensions between Washington and Riyadh continue to
rise. “l think the president’s been very clear that this is a relationship that we
need to continue to re-evaluate, that we need to be willing to revisit, and
certainly in light of the Opec decision, | think that’s where he is,” John Kirby, the
National Security Council’s senior communications adviser, told CNN on Tuesday.
Kirby’s comments come after senior Democrats on Capitol Hill have been calling
on the White House and Congress to take a much tougher stance on Saudi Arabia
in light of the production cuts, which were announced just four weeks before the
US midterm elections, threatening a new surge in oil prices. Bob Menendez, chair
of the Senate foreign relations committee, called for a freeze in co-operation with
Saudi Arabia, possibly including a halt to weapons sales to the kingdom. “I will not
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greenlight any co-operation with Riyadh until the kingdom reassesses its position
with respect to the war in Ukraine. Enough is enough,” Menendez said. Other
lawmakers, including top Democrats on the Senate judiciary committee, are
calling on Congress to approve “Nopec” legislation, which would empower the
Department of Justice to bring price-fixing cases against oil cartels, stripping them
of sovereign immunity. Kirby said Biden was “willing to work with Congress” on
punitive steps against Saudi Arabia and that those talks would start immediately.
“I don’t think this is anything that’s going to have to wait, or should wait, quite
frankly, for much longer,” he added. Recommended US economy US has few good
options in countering Opec oil cuts Biden had already vowed to recalibrate the
US-Saudi relationship early in his White House term after promising to make
Riyadh a “pariah” during the 2020 presidential campaign amid anger at the killing
of journalist Jamal Khashoggi. But after petrol prices rose sharply this year, driven
by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, US officials sought to patch up ties with Saudi
Arabia. In July, Biden visited the kingdom, greeting Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman with a fist bump. Last week’s production cuts were seen as a major blow
to the relationship in Washington, however. Biden branded them “shortsighted”
as soon as they were announced, while Janet Yellen, the US Treasury secretary,
told the FT they were “unhelpful and unwise” in an interview ahead of this week’s
IMF and World Bank annual meetings in Washington.

e Saudi Arabia defends oil production cuts after US backlash -
Financial Times - OCTOBER 13 2022

The Saudi Arabian government said on Thursday that the Opec+ decision to slash
oil supply was taken unanimously by the cartel and was not influenced by the
kingdom’s stance on Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, following a backlash from the
US. In an extraordinarily detailed and unusual defence of the Opec+ cuts, the
Saudi foreign ministry also appeared to suggest that the Biden administration had
asked the kingdom to delay a plan to cut oil production by a month. A delay
would have reduced the impact of any increase in crude prices until after the US
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midterm elections, as President Joe Biden and Democratic lawmakers have
defended the party against attacks from Republicans over high inflation and
petrol prices. The Saudi government’s intervention suggested Riyadh had been
stung by Washington’s backlash to the supply cuts, with Biden warning of
“consequences” for the kingdom and senior Democrats calling to end arms
shipments to the Gulf ally. The Saudi foreign ministry expressed a “total rejection”
of statements that “described the decision as the kingdom taking sides in
international conflicts and that it was politically motivated against the United
States of America”. After the oil producer group’s decision last week to slash 2mn
barrels a day from its output quotas, the US said Opec+ had “aligned with Russia”,
Riyadh’s ally in the cartel. The statement from Saudi Arabia also countered claims
that other Opec+ members had opposed the cartel’s supply cut. The United Arab
Emirates, Iraq and Bahrain were among the Opec+ members that were
uncomfortable with the reductions, according to people familiar with the
discussions, although none made their dissent public. The Emirati and Iraqi oil
ministers publicly endorsed the decision following the meeting last week in
Vienna. “The decision was taken unanimously by all member states of the Opec+
group,” the Saudi foreign ministry said. “The kingdom affirms that the outcomes
of the Opec+ meetings are adopted through consensus among member states,
and that they are not based on the unilateral decision by a single country.”
Recommended Rachman Review podcast28 min listen US-Saudi ties at an all-time
low Following last week’s meeting, oil analysts expressed surprise at the
magnitude of the planned cuts while oil prices remained above $90 a barrel,
almost twice the long-term average price, and just a month ahead of the US
midterms. The Saudi statement said that Opec+ decisions were based “purely on
economic considerations”. The White House and the state department did not
return requests for comment on the Saudi statement. On Wednesday, US officials
stressed that Biden was serious about re-evaluating the bilateral relationship with
Saudi Arabia and would launch talks with members of Congress about
countermeasures. Recommended The FT ViewThe editorial board The battle for
control of the global oil market “There’s going to be consultation with our allies.
There’s going to be consultation with Congress. And decisions will be made in a
deliberate way,” said Karine Jean-Pierre, White House press secretary. Ned Price,
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state department spokesperson, added: “Our goal is to see to it that our
relationship with Saudi Arabia is calibrated and recalibrated in such a way that it is
most effectively serving our interests. This is a relationship that, over the course
of years, has not always effectively served our interests.” Price said he could not
confirm the US had asked for a one-month delay in the production cuts during
talks with Saudi officials. “What | can confirm is that we conveyed a consistent
message to the Saudis: energy supply needs to meet energy demand.”

¢ Iran’s women have been fighting this fight for a long time -
Financial Times - OCTOBER 15 2022

The writer is an author and film-maker born in Iran.

When | was a 13-year-old in Tehran in 2001, | campaigned for the right to remove
our headscarves at school. | argued with my principal that since it was an all-girls
institution, why must we hide our hair? | even took in an article about how
essential Vitamin D was for my age group. The principal caved. They mounted a
thick curtain at the entrance, and from then on we took off our hair coverings
upon arrival. But she was an exception. The issue of hijab has less to do with its
religious connotations, and more to do with control. It has been weaponised ever
since the Islamic revolution in 1979. Now, 20 years after my small victory, viral
videos capture young Iranian girls burning their headscarves, swearing at photos
of the supreme leader and chanting death to the dictator ... on school premises.
Even with the threat of expulsion or arrest. This generation, seemingly, is no
longer afraid. Recently, young girls have been able to do more with fewer
repercussions, compared to the early days after the revolution. But these small
signs of progress sometimes give the illusion of freedom. At core, the state’s
political ideology never caught up with society’s demands. The morality police is
one manifestation of this lag: a draconian, omniscient organisation whose job is
to make you feel like you’ve never left school. This is the organisation who
arrested Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian-Kurdish girl visiting Tehran, whose
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death in detention sparked this entire movement. From the beginning of the
Islamic revolution, hijab was one of the “pillars” of the new regime. For
totalitarian systems, a congruent visual identity sends a powerful message:
everyone thinks the same. If uniforms are an authoritarian fantasy, then the
freedom to choose how you present yourself is a direct challenge. Mandatory
hijab has gone through many iterations in Iranian history. In 1936 Reza Shah
Pahlavi, inspired by Turkey’s Ataturk, issued a decree for all women to take off
their hijab in a forceful and controversial attempt at modernisation. More than 40
years later, Ayatollah Khomeini introduced mandatory hijab as a way of painting a
brand new aesthetic for the new Islamic republic. Once again, women were not
part of that decision. Over the past 43 years Iranian women have continued to
push the boundaries of what they are meant to look like. About 60 per cent of
Iran’s university graduates are women; they are active in the workforce, tour the
world in sports competitions, they go to raves and sunbathe on their rooftops, are
in underground bands and work in medicine — they are online, informed,
contemporary and unafraid of being seen. Of course, this is not all women —
there are conservatives who campaign for mandatory hijab, and principals who
would never have agreed with the younger me. But increasingly, those
demanding change are willing to take major risks in voicing their discontent. Even
during the 1979 revolution Iranian women protested Khomeini’s hijab decree —
they chanted “we didn’t have a revolution, to go back in time”. Since then,
they’ve been repeatedly told that there are “more pertinent” causes to fight for,
and the matter of hijab will come later. There are certainly plenty of other archaic
laws: abortion is a crime, divorce and custody laws are all in favour of men,
women can’t be judges or leave the country without their husband or father’s
permission. And yet, we are now witnessing the largest anti-government protests
in the history of the Islamic Republic of Iran, crossing class and ethnic lines. Men
have followed their sisters, wives, or mothers to the street. Dissent is seeping
through society in different ways: an old lady buying bread without her hijab,
university students not showing up to class, shops closing down, hashtags
trending on Twitter, the state TV getting hacked for a few seconds, graffiti artists
tagging towns with names of those who have been killed. And although different
slogans are created everyday, “Woman, life, freedom” remains the beating heart
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of the movement. This is not the first mass protest in Iran. In 1999, there were
widespread student demonstrations under then president Mohammad Khatami.
In 2009, the Green Movement broke out as the public pushed back against
alleged rigged elections. The 2017 and 2019 riots focused mostly around a post-
sanctioned, ailing economy. Now, the chants are directed at the supreme leader
and the regime itself. Even Iran’s state TV offered a (relatively two-sided) debate
on the concept of morality police. Some officials voiced that perhaps hijab can be
a personal choice, while others favour continued crackdowns. But Iranians, and
Iranian women, have been fighting this fight for a long time. And it’s not yet over.
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