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- Joe Biden intensifies diplomatic effort to contain Gaza conflict - Financial
Times 12/10/2023

- All involved in the Israel-Hamas conflict should heed the warnings of 1982
- Financial Times 10/10/2023

- Lebanon's Calculated Caution: Why Another War Might Not Happen Soon
— Tarek Zebian - Linkedin 10/10/2023



Israel faces a vicious underground battle against Hamas - Financial Times
15/10/2023

‘Why has the world abandoned us?’ Palestinians in Gaza plead for
humanitarian relief - Financial Times 15/10/2023

‘We have to get aid in, there’s no plan B’: UN warns on Gaza siege -
Financial Times 16/10/2023
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Joe Biden intensifies diplomatic effort to contain Gaza conflict - Financial Times
12/10/2023

Joe Biden ramped up diplomatic efforts to prevent Israel’s anticipated ground
assault on Gaza from spiralling into a regional conflagration, telling the country’s
prime minister he must follow the rules of war and warning other regional powers
not to exploit the situation.

The US president’s push came even as he delivered an emotional address to
Jewish community leaders at the White House, where he called Saturday’s Hamas
attack on southern Israel “a campaign of pure cruelty against the Jewish people”
and vowed to supply Israel with all weaponry it might need.

Still, Biden’s daylong efforts on Wednesday, which included calls to several
leaders in the Middle East, appeared aimed at winning assurances from US allies
and foes that they show restraint in the coming days, a sign of growing concerns
in Washington that the Israel-Hamas war could destabilise the wider region.
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Biden said that he urged Israel’s prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu to “operate
by the rules of war” in any retaliation against Hamas. He also spoke to Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed, the influential leader of the United Arab Emirates, and
warned against “anyone who might seek to exploit the current situation”, the
White House said in a readout of the call.

In his remarks at the White House, he also sent a more explicit warning to Tehran,
saying he had moved the USS Gerald R Ford aircraft carrier group to the eastern
Mediterranean and was sending additional fighter jets as part of an effort to make

IH

it “clear to the Iranians: Be carefu

John Kirby, the US National Security Council spokesperson, said the Pentagon was
also sending the USS Dwight Eisenhower aircraft carrier and accompanying
warships to the Mediterranean on a planned deployment as “an invaluable asset
if needed”.

Antony Blinken, US secretary of state, departed for Israel on Wednesday in a
show of solidarity with the Jewish state, saying “significant military assistance
requested by Israel is on the way”. But like the president, he reiterated that his
trip was intended to send a message of restraint to others in the region.

“We will be reiterating, reaffirming the very strong message president Biden has
delivered to any country or any party that might try to take advantage of the
situation,” Blinken said before departing. “And that message is: Don’t.”
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Biden’s efforts came even as the new unity government in Israel tightened its
guarantine of Gaza and vowed to mobilise the entire country for its fight against
Hamas.

As part of US efforts, Kirby said the administration was in discussions with Israel
and Egypt about creating a humanitarian “safe passage” corridor for civilians in
Gaza caught up in the conflict.

“We support safe passage for civilians,” Kirby said at a White House press
briefing. “Civilians are protected under the laws of armed conflict and they should
be given every opportunity to avoid the fighting.”

Kirby, whose comments on safe passage have been echoed by Blinken and White
House national security adviser Jake Sullivan, also said the Pentagon would
provide more military assistance to Israel “in coming days”.

Biden said he had not “given up hope” for the safe return of the more than a
dozen Americans taken hostage by Hamas.

“Folks, there’s a lot we’re doing . . . | have not given up hope of bringing these
folks home,” he said, adding that he could not give specific details.
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All involved in the Israel-Hamas conflict should heed the warnings of 1982 -
Financial Times 10/10/2023

The writer is author of ‘Black Wave’ and distinguished fellow at Columbia
University’s Institute of Global Politics

The siege of Gaza has started and Israeli prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
promised “mighty vengeance”, vowing to “eliminate” Hamas after the horror its
militants unleashed on Israel at the weekend. Hamas may be driven out from the
impoverished Gaza Strip; Netanyahu claims his actions will “change the Middle
East”.

There have been four wars between Israel and Hamas since the group violently
took over the territory in 2007, each one ending with a return to the untenable
status quo. But there are echoes of the summer of 1982, when then defence
minister Ariel Sharon vowed to purge the Palestinian Liberation Organisation from
southern Lebanon. He too wanted to change the Middle East.

With a nod and a wink from US secretary of state Alexander Haig, Sharon sent his
troops all the way to Beirut, laying siege to the city for two months. Even though
the PLO did end up leaving Lebanon, Israel’s first large-scale ground war against a
non-state entity was one of its worst strategic blunders — and led to the
massacre of Sabra and Shatila by Israel’s Lebanese Christian allies. We are still
living with the consequences of Sharon’s hubris and Haig’s wink, including the
birth of an axis of resistance from Damascus to Tehran.

Israel wanted not only to evict the PLO but also to help install a friendly
government in Beirut with which to make peace, while bringing Syria to its knees,
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and perhaps to the table, by pummelling its armed forces in Lebanon. And all of
this without making a single concession to the Palestinians. If Netanyahu thinks
that this time he can bomb Gaza and then return to normalisation talks with the
Saudis without offering anything substantive to the Palestinians, he would be
gravely misreading Riyadh.

The lesson of the past four decades is also that every attempt to wipe out
Palestinian armed groups has only produced more extreme iterations and worse
conundrums. Two days after Israel’s invasion of Lebanon, a planeload of Iranian
Revolutionary Guards arrived in Damascus and headed to Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley
with Syrian president Hafez al-Assad’s blessing. Since Iran arrived in the Levant, it
has never left. Hizbollah — Tehran’s most successful export since the 1979 Iranian
revolution — was formed, and with Iran, vowed to evict America from Lebanon
and the Middle East. In 1983, the US suffered a devastating blow when suicide
trucks blew up first its embassy in Beirut and then the Marine contingent of a US-
French multinational Force. President Ronald Reagan pulled out the Marines,
briefly keeping US warships off the coast of Lebanon.

Syria bided its time while the Soviets replenished its arsenal, becoming the
ultimate arsonist of American plans in the region while posing as a firefighter.
Damascus fulfils a different role today as Iran, Hizbollah and Russia maintain a
heavy presence on its soil.

With US citizens now among both the dead and the hostages from Hamas's
lightning attack, and a US carrier strike group on its way, America is now involved
beyond simply being Israel’s ally — just as it was in Lebanon, minus the troops on
the ground. Israel is seeking revenge, but the US should heed the wider warnings
from 1982.
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Back then, the Soviets were looking for ways to regain influence in the Middle
East, where they had lost considerable ground after Egypt switched sides to
become a US ally. The Soviet ambassador in Beirut, Alexander Soldatov, made
clear that Moscow was opposed to any American success in the Middle East and
worked to scupper the US-brokered deal between Lebanon and Israel. Soldatov
also vowed to stop the US getting out of Lebanon safely while the Reagan
administration was assisting the anti-Soviet Mujahedeen in Afghanistan.

There is no evidence that the Soviets had a hand in the devastating attack against
the Marines in October 1983 but agendas aligned from Moscow to Tehran and
Damascus. Similarly, there is no evidence that Russia provided any kind of support
for the horror that unfolded in Israel on Saturday and Moscow maintains good
ties with Tel Aviv — so far. But anti-American agendas still align, especially while
Washington supports Ukraine and is pushing to normalise ties between Israel and
Saudi Arabia. Iran has been supplying Moscow with drones. Hamas leaders have
made several visits to Russia recently.

At its core, the current conflict is about the longest occupation in modern history,
one that leaves the Palestinians dispossessed while Israel quests relentlessly for
its security. But the bigger picture is one of regional shifts and global alliances
reaching a critical juncture. The danger now is of more strategic blunders that will
only perpetuate the violence for years to come.

Lebanon's Calculated Caution: Why Another War Might Not Happen Soon —
Tarek Zebian — Linkedin 10/10/2023

From a Lebanese perspective, the specter of another war between
Hezbollah and Israel is a haunting reminder of the devastating
miscalculations of the past. The repercussions of such an error in judgment
today could be even more catastrophic than the conflict of 2006. Yet,
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amidst the tension-laden atmosphere, there are reasons to believe that a
large-scale confrontation may be avoided, at least for now.

1. Established Ground Rules: Israel and Hezbollah have tacitly agreed upon
certain rules governing their skirmishes. These include limited exchanges of
fire in specific areas mainly Syria, the Chebaa farms, and adjacent regions in
Lebanon, with UNIFIL acting as a mediator and ensuring calm is restored
after small rounds of fighting. This understanding serves as a fragile
framework that neither party seems eager to dismantle.

2. Hamas and Saudi-Israeli Normalization Talks: Hamas recently achieved a
significant victory, derailing the talks between Saudi Arabia and Israel. This
outcome suggests that the Palestinian issue remains a formidable barrier to
regional normalization. Hezbollah already benefitted from the move
conducted by Hamas. Opening the Lebanese border as part of a larger
conflict will not bring a strategic win for Hezbollah, nor will it help it deal
with any domestic pressure favorably.

3. Exclusion of Hamas: Hamas's recent aggressive actions can be
interpreted as a strategic move to safeguard its role in the impending
regional deal. While not directly involved in the Saudi-Israeli normalization
talks, Hamas made a calculated move to assert its influence. By initiating
hostilities, Hamas aimed to ensure it has a significant say in the
negotiations that directly impact the Palestinian cause. This aggressive
stance served as a reminder to regional players that any comprehensive
deal must address the concerns and aspirations of all Palestinian factions,
including Hamas. Thus, while not part of the formal negotiations, Hamas's
actions underlined its determination to be included in shaping the future of
the region, prompting a careful consideration of its stance by other
stakeholders.

4. Hamas's Future: If Hamas manages to survive the current crisis, it could
potentially re-enter negotiations. This possibility further discourages
Hezbollah from taking actions that might alienate potential allies within the
Palestinian struggle.
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5. Hezbollah's Pragmatism: Hezbollah's recent resolution of oil and gas
discussions, aimed at appeasing the United States amidst ongoing Iranian
nuclear talks, underscores its current pragmatic approach. A full-scale war
risks jeopardizing this delicate balance, making it an unattractive option.

6. Iran's Dialogue with the International Community: Iran, a key supporter
of Hezbollah, is actively seeking a diplomatic resolution with the
international community. A large-scale confrontation would likely hamper
these negotiations, something Iran is keen to avoid. Such a confrontation
could also risk dragging Iran as a direct combatant, something it had
successfully maneuvered away from ever since the Iran-Iraq war and most
recently the Iraq debacle.

7. Internal Challenges: Internally, Hezbollah faces numerous challenges.
Lebanon is already deeply divided. Hezbollah understands that
exacerbating these divisions could lead to an irreparable fracture within the
country, especially with calls for the division of the country ensues; a
scenario it wishes to prevent.

8. Refugee Crisis and Civil Unrest: Similar to 2006, a new conflict could lead
to widespread displacement, and potentially to a new wave of internal
unrest. Hezbollah is acutely aware that it must weigh its actions carefully,
considering the potential for mini-civil wars in different regions of the
country following the Kahale, Chwaya, and Khaldeh incidents. In 2006,
things were different. Hezbollah was not involved in Syria with its arms
being used to challenge the Syrian Sunni majority. It was not yet partly
responsible for the Syrian refugee crisis. Refugees could be a strong card in
any internal turmoil against Hezbollah, something the party is very aware
of.

9. Element of Surprise: Crucially, if Hezbollah was to be involved in the
current conflict, it had missed the element of surprise that favored Hamas
in its recent actions. A carefully planned surprise attack can have a
significant impact on the course of a conflict. The absence of this advantage
makes Hezbollah think twice before escalating the southern conflict.
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In conclusion, while the specter of war looms large, Hezbollah’s current
calculations seem to be tilting towards restraint. The delicate regional
balance, coupled with the lessons of the past, serve as compelling reasons
for all parties involved to tread cautiously. However, in the volatile
landscape of the Middle East, the situation remains fluid, emphasizing the
need for continued vigilance and diplomacy to avert a potentially
disastrous conflict.

The Saudi position on the current conflict between Israel and
Hamas/Islamic Factions is a significant stepping stone towards diplomacy.

Israel faces a vicious underground battle against Hamas - Financial Times
15/10/2023

The writer is assistant professor at the Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy
and Strategy, Reichman University

Israel awoke last weekend to a new and shocking reality that few had believed
possible: attacks by Hamas on its most vulnerable, involving medieval levels of
brutality on top of the already-painful conflict with the Palestinians.

Now, with air strikes, warnings for civilians in the Gaza strip to move south and
preparations for a ground offensive against Hamas militants under way, Israel
faces an enormous challenge — how to dismantle an entrenched, well-prepared,
and resourceful enemy that plans, moves and operates mainly underground.

Hamas is an army built for urban warfare, embedded within the civilian
population in Gaza. When it fires rockets over the border into Israel, it provokes a
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response which will land amid the civilian infrastructure of schools, mosques and
residential neighbourhoods. One of the group’s main command-and-control
centres is believed to be located beneath Gaza’s al-Shifa Hospital, and its roads
are hundreds of kilometres of underground tunnels honeycombing the 40-
kilometre-long Gaza Strip. Its communications lines are largely non-electronic.
Inevitably, and by design, striking any of these assets results in significant
collateral damage — with a huge humanitarian cost.

The challenges of fighting Hamas are not unprecedented. The US faced similar
dilemmas battling Iragi militants in Fallujah. Israel itself has confronted Hamas on
no fewer than five occasions since it withdrew from the Gaza Strip in 2005. But
the combination of urban warfare in Gaza’s densely-populated towns and refugee
camps, and the presence of kilometres of tunnels beneath, makes for a uniquely
complicated battlefield.

So how will the Israel Defense Forces’ new operation be different? Israel’s
strategy has changed. In previous rounds of fighting, ceasefires were reached
after days or weeks of air strikes and limited ground incursions, on terms
generally accepted as Israeli victories and Hamas defeats. In each case, Israel
inflicted significant blows, but Hamas retained most of its military underground
apparatus, where its leaders and fighters have sheltered.

This time — having suffered a surprise attack more destructive than that of the
1973 Yom Kippur war — Israel is seeking total victory. The IDF will not be content
to see Hamas merely surrender or cede to a ceasefire; the goal is the destruction
of the organisation as a military threat.

But Hamas will have been preparing for months, if not years, for an IDF ground
incursion in response to its atrocities. The group will have watched and learnt
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from the experiences of terrorist groups in Syria and Iraq, including Isis, and also
from its own previous battles. It knows how to navigate sustained combat in this
terrain. Below the surface, it has the upper hand, possessing perhaps the most
extensive underground warfare capabilities in the world.

The obstacles to fighting in and around tunnels cannot be overstated. The IDF
only has limited intelligence on their location, routes and the activity that takes
place inside them. Below ground, traditional GPS, surveillance and night vision
systems do not work. Tunnels increase the risk of surprise attack, kidnapping,
booby traps and one-to-one combat. Few soldiers can operate in this
claustrophobic, dark and volatile environment. In short, the tunnels are a great
equaliser, neutralising Israel’s advantages in weaponry, tactics, technology, and
organisation. The IDF learnt this painfully in the 2014 operation Protective Edge.

Given these realities, Israel would need to engage in a prolonged and extensive
air and ground operation to degrade this underground infrastructure. Collapsing,
flooding, exploding and sealing the tunnels, bunkers and bases that pocket Gaza’s
365 square kilometres would take many months, requiring huge resources and
sustained operational supremacy. And all of this while under fire from Hamas
operatives exploiting their strategic advantage below the surface. Even in such a
scenario — which would come at an unthinkable human cost — it is unlikely that
the entirety of Gaza’s tunnel network would be destroyed.

It seems far more realistic that Israel will reframe its objectives over time to focus
on more achievable goals, while maintaining domestic and international support.
It can degrade Hamas’s military and political leadership in ways that weren’t
possible in previous rounds of conflict, and refocus on its defences. Crucially, it
must sharpen its capabilities to prevent such a surprise attack from ever
happening again.
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‘Why has the world abandoned us?’ Palestinians in Gaza plead for humanitarian
relief - Financial Times 15/10/2023

At Al-Agsa Martyrs Hospital in Deir al-Balah, central Gaza, there is no more room
in the morgue for people killed in Israel’s bombardment of the territory, so staff
have placed 20 bodies in an ice cream van still decorated with pictures of happy
children licking cones.

At least 10 bodies wrapped in sheets were laid on nearby ground. At the hospital
morgue, Hosny Abu Sheira said his sister’s house was destroyed in an air raid. “I
saw her body and that of her son and several others. They are still bringing out

dead people from under the rubble. So far there are nine bodies.”

Inside the hospital, Kholoud, 27, a wounded relative, lay on a bed, her hair and
face still covered in dust. She blamed herself for the deaths of family members
who had taken refuge in her home. “They wanted to go back to their house but |
stopped them. | made them stay to die.”

As Israel continues its military response to Hamas’s October 7 attacks and fears
mount of a humanitarian disaster in Gaza, it faces increasing pressure from
western states to minimise civilian casualties in the hemmed-in strip, to allow
people to move to safe areas and grant access to aid.

Israel has cut off supplies of electricity, water and goods to Gaza, one of the most
densely populated areas in the world. About 2.3mn people in the 40km-long
Palestinian enclave, almost half of them children, are fast running out of drinking
water, fresh food and fuel to keep generators in hospitals running.
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Martin Griffiths, UN under-secretary-general for humanitarian affairs, said in a
social media post on Sunday: “The spectre of death is hanging over Gaza. With no
water, no power, no food and no medicine, thousands will die.”

A Palestinian woman kisses the sheet-covered body of a child killed during an
Israeli air strike on Sunday © Adel Hana/AP

At least 2,329 people have been killed in Israel’s weeklong bombardment of Gaza,
including many women and children, according to Palestinian health officials, with
nearly 10,000 injured. More than 1,400 people inside Israel, mostly civilians, were
killed in Hamas’s multipronged attack last weekend, according to Israeli
authorities.

After Israel ordered an evacuation of northern parts of Gaza, hundreds of
thousands of Palestinians fled south. The displacement increased the burden on
UN schools and other facilities unequipped to cope with a huge influx of people.

In Rafah, southern Gaza, many shops only had tinned foods in stock and there
were scant supplies of water or gas for cooking. Unlike Gaza’s other border
points, the crossing at Rafah is controlled by Egypt rather than Israel.

“I have been trying to buy a gas container for two days,” said Mesbah Balawai, 45.
“I have 70 people at home and we are barely managing to provide bread and
some cheese. Sometimes the children sleep hungry. Our lives are tragic. Why has
the world abandoned us?”
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Ibrahim Berbekh, 37, stood in a queue to buy fresh water. “Animals live better
than us. We have had no water to drink or bathe for days,” he said. “We are
having to drink salty water. Prices have gone up and we have no money.”

On Sunday evening, Israel said it had partially resumed water supplies to southern
Gaza, after an agreement reached between Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and President Joe Biden of the US.

Palestinians collect water from a tap as supplies run low © Fatima Shbair/AP

Energy minister Israel Katz’s office confirmed the resumption of supplies, saying
the move would still allow Israel “to tighten the unprecedented general siege on
Gaza without electricity, without water and without fuel until Hamas is
eliminated”.

Israel’s siege “has to be lifted”, said Juliette Touma, spokeswoman for the UN’s
Palestinian refugee agency UNRWA. “We have not been able to bring in one grain
of wheat in the past eight days.”

The UNRWA has moved its operations to a warehouse in Rafah where she said
thousands of people have taken refuge. “It is a logistic space and it is not meant
to house people. There are no toilets there,” Touma said as she warned of the
spread of disease because of water shortages.
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UNRWA staff, she said, were having to ration themselves to a litre of drinking
water a day, adding that desalination plants providing water to Gaza could not
operate as a result of the fuel shortages.

Philippe Lazzarini, UNRWA commissioner-general, said at a press conference on
Sunday his organisation was no longer able to provide humanitarian assistance in
Gaza.

“As | speak with you, Gaza is running out of water and electricity,” he said. “In
fact, Gaza is being strangled and it seems that the world right now has lost its
humanity. If we look at the issue of water — we all know water is life — Gaza is
running out of water, and Gaza is running out of life.”

He added that soon there will be no food or medicine.

Such pressures are evident throughout Gaza. At the Dar al-Shifa Hospital in
northern Gaza, about 40,000 displaced people have moved to the hospital to seek
refuge from air strikes.

Conditions at the hospital were “terrible”, said Gabriel Naumann, Médecins Sans
Frontieres’ advocacy officer in Jerusalem. “Supplies are running out, there is very
little fuel to keep generators running and the doctors are on the verge of
collapse.”
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At the European Gaza Hospital in Khan Younis, Youssef al-Agqad, the director,
said civilians injured in air strikes had often lost their homes and entire families so
they asked to stay in the hospital.

“We made a deal with them,” he said. “After a few days when they have
improved, they can sleep on the floor and leave their bed for a newly injured
person.”

The hospital could not offer food to patients and fuel stocks would run out in a
few days’ time.

In a sign of Gaza’s deepening crisis, he added: “Our generators are old and
decrepit, if at any moment they stop, then 20 people in the intensive care unit will
die.”

‘We have to get aid in, there’s no plan B’: UN warns on Gaza siege - Financial
Times 16/10/2023

The UN is pressing Israel to urgently agree to safe corridors for the movement of
Palestinians in Gaza and the delivery of aid to the blockaded strip as it estimates
that 1mn people have fled their homes since Israeli forces launched their
offensive against Hamas.

Martin Griffiths, the UN’s humanitarian chief, told the Financial Times on Monday
that the organisation had been negotiating with Israel for days to secure
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assurances that “we can deliver that aid safely, deliberately, repetitively and
reliably”.

“I hope to hear some good news in the course of the day . . . to enable us to take
aid from Rafah [the crossing with Egypt] into Gaza,” Griffiths said. “We need to be
able to move quickly and at scale.”

He warned that the consequences of not getting aid in urgently would mean
“people are going to waste away and die”, saying: “We have to get aid in, there’s
no plan B.”

The UN’s focus is getting supplies into southern Gaza through the Rafah crossing,
the only entry point into the strip that is not controlled by Israel.

Israel’s order on Friday to 1.1mn Palestinians — about half of Gaza’s population
— to leave Gaza’s more populated north has triggered an exodus as people seek
sanctuary in the south. UN officials have warned that “an unprecedented
humanitarian catastrophe is unfolding under our eyes”.

When asked why aid had not yet reached Gaza, Griffiths said: “Because of the
need for safety and security of the people who need it.”

UN-flagged fuel trucks moved towards the Rafah border crossing © Ibraheem Abu
Mustafa/Reuters
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“We are asking for safe corridors for aid to get in, and safe corridors for people to
go places where they can get aid,” Griffiths said. “We need Israel to respect
international law and protect civilians . . . that particularly includes the movement
of people; movements of people cannot be impeded by bombing or any other
military activity, by either side.”

Griffiths said Israel was discussing with the UN the possible establishment of “safe
zones”. But he added this was a “concept that carries a lot of connotations with
the United Nations” because of questions about who guarantees security in such
areas.

The UN would need to confirm that any such areas were safe; that they were
accepted as such by the warring parties and that people could move there
“voluntarily and reliably”, he said.

“We need to be clear — there are no places that we are aware of in southern
Gaza that are so-called safe zones,” Griffiths said.

Griffiths said Cairo had told the UN it would allow aid in through the Rafah
crossing but would not let Palestinians cross into Egypt.

“Egypt has been very constructive right from the get-go to say they are happy to
let aid go in through Rafah,” Griffiths said. “What Egypt is very, very clear

about. .. is that they will not allow Palestinians from Gaza into Egypt, because
they fear for a great influx which they will then have to take responsibility for, for
an indefinite period.”
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The UN has been liaising with the US, European governments and other countries.
US secretary of state Antony Blinken arrived in Israel on Monday for talks with
Israeli officials as he continues a flurry of diplomacy in the region.

Israel has laid siege to Gaza, bombarding the strip, which is home to 2.3mn
people, with air strikes and artillery since Hamas, the Islamist militant group that
controls the coastal enclave, launched a deadly attack on southern Israel on
October 7.

The Israeli military has said Hamas’s multipronged assault killed more than 1,400
people and that the group also took 199 hostages.

Palestinian health officials said on Monday that Israel’s bombardment had killed
2,750 people, surpassing casualties recorded during the 50-day Israel-Gaza war of
2014.

Martin Griffiths, the UN’s humanitarian chief: ‘There are no places that we are
aware of in southern Gaza that are so-called safe zones’ © Martial Trezzini/EPA-
EFE

Israel has also cut water and electricity into Gaza. Israel said on Sunday that water
supplies had partially resumed in southern parts of the strip. However,
Palestinians need fuel to operate water pumps.

Griffiths, who expects to travel to Egypt and Israel this week, said the UN was
focusing on getting food, health supplies, water and fuel for water into Gaza.
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A critical problem was that “in most of our crises around the world, whether you
are talking about Ukraine or Sudan, people run away from conflict, and run out of
their country if necessary. In Gaza that’s not possible,” he said.

He described the talks with Israel as “constructive,” adding that “they are not
shying away from tough negotiations with us”.

Griffiths also raised concerns about the lack of planning for when the fighting
eventually ends, making parallels with the chaotic aftermath of the 2003 US-led
invasion of Iraq.

Israel has vowed to crush Hamas, which is deeply embedded in Palestinian
society, but western and Arab diplomats have expressed worries about what
comes next.

“We don’t know what’s going to happen to the south of Gaza, let alone the north.
and perhaps more or as importantly — and we saw this so vividly in Irag — we
don’t know what the planis for ... when the fighting has to stop,” Griffiths said.

“We got that wrong in Irag and elsewhere, and we definitely need attention to
that now. This is not a day after problem, this is a today problem.”

87



