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- Grief and questions over killing of Shireen Abu Akleh in West Bank -
Financial Times - MAY 14 2022

- Oil vs human rights: Biden’s controversial mission to Saudi Arabia -
Financial Times - JUNE 15 2022

- Israel and Egypt to boost gas deliveries to EU - Financial Times - JUNE 15
2022

- Israel faces fifth election in three years - Financial Times - JUNE 21 2022
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Israel’s Unraveling Myths Shaking American Support - Dr. Riad : (b JBa -
Tabbarah

Israel is not a state of all its citizens... [but rather] the nation-state of the Jewish
people and only them .

Benjamin Netanyahu, March 2019 (then Prime Minister of Israel.(

One of the unraveling myths that Israel has weaved around itself is that it is a
democracy .

The unraveling came gradually and slowly in the face of a stiff and effective
official Israeli propaganda, supported by well-endowed pro-Zionist institutions in
western countries. But slogans used by this propaganda machine fell one after
another. “Land without a people [Palestine] for a people without a land [the
Jews]” was one of the earliest of the slogans used effectively by early Zionist
leaders, decades before the creation of Israel in 1948. According to this slogan,
Palestine was inhabited by a few farmers and roaming Bedouins and the Jewish
people would make the desert bloom there and establish a democratic state that
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will constitute a bridge between east and west. It took millions of Palestinian
refugees, caused by the creation of Israel, and several decades, before this slogan
died out. The country that was created was the antithesis of democracy, an
apartheid state.

That the Israeli system of government is apartheid has been recognized for some
time now, even by western scholars and rights organizations. One classic primer
on the subject was published in 2009 under the title: “Israeli Apartheid: A
beginner’s Guide.” In the central part of the book the author, Ben White, defined
the main areas of Israeli apartheid and its contradiction with the Israeli claim of a
“democratic state.” A wide literature on the same theme preceded and followed
this book .

Last year, Human Rights Watch (HRW) came out with the same apartheid verdict.
Its well-documented report, published in April under the title “A threshold
Crossed,” was based on research, documentation and field observations of HRW
and other rights organizations. It concluded “that the Israeli government has
demonstrated an intent to maintain the domination of Jewish Israelis over
Palestinians across Israel and the OPT [Occupied Palestinian Territories]. In the
OPT, including East Jerusalem, that intent has been coupled with systematic
oppression of Palestinians and inhumane acts committed against them. When
these three elements occur together, the report concluded, they amount to the
crime of apartheid.

Earlier this year, Amnesty International came out with a similar report entitled
“Israel’s Apartheid Against Palestinians: A Look into Decades of Oppression and
Domination.” After detailing the Apartheid practices of the Israeli government,
almost since Israel’s inception, the report wonders: “Apartheid is not acceptable
anywhere in the world. So why has the world accepted it against Palestinians ”?

Perhaps the most damning report in this context is the one issued last year by the
leading Israeli rights organization, B'Tselem. The report showed that
discrimination against Palestinians included, among other things, expropriation of



land, denial of citizenship, restriction of movement and limitation of political
participation. “B’Tselem reached the conclusion that the bar for defining the
Israeli regime as an apartheid regime has been met.” It thus confirmed a
statement made a few months earlier by the same organization describing the
Israeli system of government: “A regime of Jewish supremacy from the Jordan
River to the Mediterranean Sea: This is apartheid”.

This consensus of leading rights organizations, international and Israeli, finally
reached the United Nations and was echoed in a report last March by the special
Rapporteur for the United Nations International Human Rights Organization that
confirmed the apartheid situation prevailing in the occupied area of Palestine. The
Rapporteur noted that during the last 40 years hundreds of General Assembly and
Security Council resolutions indicated that Israel’s annexation of occupied
territory was unlawful but no accountability had ever followed. “If the
international community had truly acted on its resolutions 40 or 30 years ago,” he
added, “we would not be talking about apartheid today”.

It has taken time for these facts to be translated into a change in American (and
Western) public opinion towards Israel, but some change has become clear lately,
even among the American Jewish population, the mainstay, and most crucial
support group, of Israel. A survey of Jewish voters in the United States,
commissioned last July by the Jewish Electorate Institute, a group of prominent
Jewish U.S. Democrats, and published in the Times of Israel, showed that 25% of
the respondents thought that Israel is an “apartheid State”, 22% believed that
Israel is “committing genocide” against the Palestinians and 9% of these Jewish
voters believed that Israel “has no right to exist.” More meaningfully, these
proportions are significantly higher among the younger Jewish voters: 35%
thought Israel is an apartheid State, 33% that it is committing genocide and a full
20% that it has no right to exist. The fact that the younger Jewish voters are much
less supportive of Israel than the old ones indicates that the process of
detachment of American Jews from Israel might well be a long tern phenomenon.
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This is important because it affects the attitude towards Israel in the U.S.
Congress. Official assistance to Israel approved by Congress has lately amounted
to $3.8 billion, practically all in the form of grants to the Israel military. The real
amount officially transferred to Israel surpasses this number and is often placed
under benevolent contributions to such entities as “the United Israel Appea
which is passed on to the “Jewish Agency.” Add to this the tens of millions of

|H

dollars contributed by private American individuals and institutions as “tax-
deductible gifts for Jewish settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem”.

“In Washington, support for the Palestinian plight is getting louder in Congress,”
reported the Washington Post last year. After Gaza-Israel war of May 2021,
Senator Bernie Sanders wrote an op ed in the New York Times detailing the
miserable life of Palestinians under Israeli blockade and occupation. Many
Democratic lawmakers joined in the condemnation of the brutality of Israeli
attacks on Gaza, including some who were traditionally pro-Israel. Some
lawmakers openly accused Israel of apartheid, echoing the consensus of major
rights organizations. “In another era,” reported the Washington Post at the time,
“Sanders would have cut a lonely figure among his colleagues”.

This is not to say, of course, that American support for Israel has been upended.
Far from that. America is still the unconditional protector of Israel. Its support is
not only financial but also diplomatic. The U.S. has used its veto power in the UN
Security Council 14 times since 2000, 12 of which were to protect Israel from
censure. This is not counting of course the many draft resolutions the US stopped
from getting to the floor of the Council for voting. But while American support for
Israel remains strong, it has certainly been shaken lately, and the change that is
happening in this regard is basic and long term.
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- Grief and questions over killing of Shireen Abu Akleh in West Bank -
Financial Times - MAY 14 2022

For a quarter of a century Palestinians tuning in to Al Jazeera news grew
accustomed to reassuring, clipped signoffs from a star correspondent, an Arab
woman and veteran journalist who was a household name across the Middle East.

“Shireen Abu Akleh, Al Jazeera,” she would say, followed by a dateline that traced
the arc of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict — from Ramallah to Jericho, Bethlehem
to Jerusalem.

An architecture student who joined the fledgling Qatar-funded channel in 1997,
the 51-year-old Palestinian-American’s fame grew along with al Jazeera’s
influence in the Arab world. Her signoffs even became part of the soundtrack to
the early days of the Second Intifada, mocked by Israeli soldiers using
megaphones in West Bank cities such as Ramallah, according to her friend and
fellow journalist Dalia Hatuqa.

Abu Akleh died in Jenin on Wednesday from a gunshot to the head. Her killing has
thrown the issues she spent her career exploring — the brutality of the Israeli
occupation of the West Bank and the challenges Palestinians face in holding the
Israeli army accountable — back under the spotlight.
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Israeli soldiers have killed 45 people so far this year, said the Palestinian Center
for Human Rights. It says as many as 35 of those who died were civilians, including
women and children. The Israeli army disputes those numbers and says it was
targeting militants.

The question of who shot Abu Akleh while she was covering skirmishes between
the Israeli army and Palestinian gunmen has already become a pivotal issue. It has
brought international attention to an Israel military operation in the West Bank,
which began in response to attacks by Palestinian perpetrators inside Israel.
Seventeen Israelis and three foreigners have been killed inside Israel since March
in the worst spate of violence in recent years. Four of the assailants came from
Jenin.

Abu Akleh was honoured at a state memorial service in Ramallah on Thursday,
replete with a military guard at the presidential headquarters before her funeral
on Friday at a Christian cemetery in Jerusalem. Ahead of the funeral, Israeli police
assaulted mourners with batons and stun grenades.

Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas blamed Israeli soldiers for her death, a
view shared by eyewitnesses, Al Jazeera and most Palestinians.

“Shireen’s murder is not the first crime, as dozens of Palestinian journalists have
fallen as martyrs,” he said, as crowds wailed and chanted her name at her
memorial. “We hold the Israeli occupation authorities completely responsible for
her killing, and this crime will not be able to hide the truth.” Since 2000, some 25
journalists, including two foreigners have been killed by Israeli forces, according
to the Palestinian Centre for Human Rights.
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After initially suggesting that Abu Akleh may have died as a result of Palestinian
gunfire, Israeli officials described her killing as “tragic” and asked for a joint
inquiry with the Palestinians and access to the spent round to conduct forensics.
The Palestinian Authority has rejected both requests.

The Israeli military has launched its own investigation, but Israel’s defence
minister Benny Gantz warned it could take time to “uncover the truth”. He added:
“It can be the Palestinian side, and tragically it may be our side.”

For Hagai El-Ad, who has spent years investigating the Israeli army for B'Tselem,
an Israeli human rights group, the demands for a joint investigation are
disingenuous. Israel has never agreed to joint investigations in the past and has
barred UN and International Criminal Court investigators from entering the West
Bank or Gaza Strip.

“The bottom line is that in almost all cases, they don’t even open an investigation,
or perform a charade of an investigation and then close the case without an
indictment,” he said.

El-Ad said that when low-ranking soldiers were prosecuted, the sentences could
be light. A sniper who shot an unarmed Palestinian teenager in Gaza in 2014 was
sentenced to 30 days community service; another who claimed he had mistaken a
live round for a rubber bullet was sentenced to nine months, though this was
later doubled by Israel’s Supreme Court; and a third who in 2018 executed a
Palestinian assailant who had already been disarmed and subdued by other
soldiers served nine months, claiming in his defence he had thought the assailant
may have been hiding a suicide bomb.
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As crowds surged to the ceremonies for Abu Akleh in Ramallah and Jerusalem, her
friends mourned a woman who loved to shop, party and travel and nursed a
sweet tooth. “She had a constant smile, loved to dance — covering Israeli
atrocities never broke her spirit,” said Hatuga, who met her when she was 30.

Young women in the region were inspired by Abu Akleh’s composure, she said,
mimicking her legendary signoffs in front of mirrors with their hairbrushes as
microphones.

Growing up in Nazareth during the second intifada or uprising, Rawan Bisharat,
now 39 and working to promote partnership between Palestinians and Israelis at
the Academic College of Tel Aviv-Yaffo, remembers how Abu Akleh’s broadcasts
from Jenin kick-started her political awakening.

“I was 17 years old, trying to organise my identity as a second-class Arab citizen,”
she said, speaking next to a memorial she’d fashioned from posters of Abu Akleh
and flowers in the mixed Palestinian-Israeli neighbourhood of Jaffa.

“To me, she was the voice of the second intifada, the voice of the resistance. Until
yesterday, when | woke up to the news of her killing, | didn’t know exactly what it
meant — but yesterday, every Palestinian, no matter where we were, in Tunisia,
Lebanon, Gaza, Jaffa or the US, we were connected by Shireen. And now we feel
our sadness together, and have lost something of our childhood together.”
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- Oil vs human rights: Biden’s controversial mission to Saudi Arabia -
Financial Times - JUNE 15 2022

In the first few months of the year, as Iranian-backed militants launched a wave of
missile and drone attacks against Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates,
frustration towards the US was simmering inside the Gulf states’ royal courts.

The monarchies have long looked to Washington as their traditional security
partner. But in their eyes, the US was displaying scant regard to the threat their
nations faced as increasingly sophisticated weapons targeted cities, airports and
oil infrastructure.

When US President Joe Biden ordered billions of dollars of armaments to Ukraine
to help it fight Russia’s invasion, they saw this as further proof that Washington
was not treating their longtime Gulf partners with the respect they believe they
deserve.

While the Saudis and the Emiratis were smarting over security issues, the Biden
administration had its own frustrations. It was angered by the Gulf leaders’
resistance to pump more oil to damp high energy prices and their refusal to
distance themselves from Vladimir Putin, with whom they have nurtured closer
ties in recent years.

Just as Russia’s aggression has injected fresh impetus into the transatlantic
alliance, it has exposed the fraying nature of the two Gulf states’ decades-long
partnership with Washington and brought into sharp focus tensions over the
bedrock on which it was built: US security assurances to the oil-rich nations in
return for a commitment to stable global energy markets.
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“The war in Ukraine has been a blessing and a curse for the Gulf. They see
America is back, not checking out and can mobilise when it wants to,” says Sanam
Vakil, a Gulf expert at Chatham House. “The bad news for them is when the US
mobilises for someone else, it’s a slap in the face.”

Instead of a rupture, however, the US and its Gulf allies have decided to try to
mend fences. The White House announced on Tuesday that Biden will visit Saudi
Arabia next month, where he will meet Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, the
day-to-day leader of the world’s top oil exporter.

It is a remarkable U-turn for a president who promised to treat the kingdom as a
pariah and to engage with King Salman, not his son, MBS, as the heir apparent is
known. Given that US intelligence agencies believe MBS authorised an operation
to “capture or “kill” Jamal Khashoggi, the journalist murdered by Saudi agents
four years ago, Biden will face criticism at home for abandoning his principles in
the interests of trying to isolate Russia. Riyadh blamed the killing on a rogue
operation by its own agents.

For many diplomats and observers, the Saudi visit is a sign of the enduring appeal
of the energy-for-security pact that has defined the US relationship with the Gulf.

Washington needs help to limit the impact of the war in Ukraine on oil prices
while the Gulf states remain heavily dependent on US military assistance, from
missile defences to fighter jets.

58



“This is an opportunity for the US to reset the table. .. to make the region more
comfortable and be self-aware about why their partners are concerned about the
American commitment,” says one person briefed on the Gulf discussions.

The energy stability trade-off

Saudi Arabia appeared to smooth the path for a potential meeting this month by
finally agreeing to a modest increase in crude output with its producer allies in
Opec+. Biden described the move as a “positive”.

Some of the president’s aides have for months pressed Biden to put aside his
moral outrage and push for rapprochement, arguing that it is worth accepting the
trade-offs of engaging with MBS in exchange for energy stability. The White
House had previously considered a meeting between Biden and MBS at last
October’s G20 summit in Rome, but those tentative plans were scuppered when
the prince chose not to attend, say people familiar with the matter.

Emboldened by their leverage in energy markets, both Saudi Arabia and the UAE
are likely to want signs of tangible support, not simply reassurances about US
commitments. High on their agenda will be a push for more formal,
institutionalised security partnerships with the US, including improved
intelligence and military co-operation to tackle the menace of missiles and
drones.

When former US diplomat Dennis Ross, a veteran of the Middle East who has
pushed for “balanced” relationship with Saudi Arabia, recently visited Riyadh, he
detected a sense of “injured pride”. The message from Riyadh, he says, was
“‘don’t take us for granted and think that you can just dictate to us, and don’t
humiliate us’”.
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But Ross adds there was also an acknowledgment of the longtime strategic
relationship between the countries. “l would hear it’s not there yet, and ‘we still
have questions and we still worry will this administration withdraw?’” Ross says.
“And even if this administration won’t, how do we know what the next one will
do?”

The fear some in the Gulf have about US disengagement was aggravated last year
after the US pulled some of its air defences from the kingdom for maintenance
and rotation purposes.

General Kenneth McKenzie, the head of the US Central Command, told a house
committee in March that “we have worked closely with our Gulf allies to expand
their ability to defend themselves”, adding that Saudi Arabia still has more than
20 Patriot anti-missile batteries.

But Riyadh saw the withdrawal of some air defence systems as a sign of what in
their eyes is the politicisation of the US-Saudi relationship, particularly by
progressive Democrats.

“There is a sense on the part of both the Saudis and Emiratis that when they
were really feeling threatened, they didn’t see a sense of urgency on our part to
be responsive,” Ross says. “Whether it’s a fair perception or not, is in many ways
irrelevant, because that’s what they believe.”

But he believes the Russia crisis has sparked recognition in Washington of the
strategic importance of Saudi Arabia and the UAE — the only oil producers with
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the ability to significantly increase crude production — as Biden seeks to isolate
Putin and stabilise energy markets.

“In some ways, what you’re looking at from the Biden administration is a kind of
an updating and modernising of what was the traditional formula: ‘We take care
of your security, you take care to ensure that energy supplies are what they need
to be’,” Ross says.

In a sign of the shifting diplomatic mood, the UAE and the US have been drafting a
new “security framework”, although nothing has been finalised, the person
briefed on the UAE talks says.

A senior US official says Washington has “been in regular discussions with the UAE
about strengthening our defence partnership to deter and respond to any future
attacks”.

As well as seeking greater support to stabilise energy markets, Biden is also likely
to seek some Saudi movement towards Israel, which the president will also visit.
Israeli officials said discussions ahead of Biden’s visit had included the potential
for Riyadh to expand Israeli overflights of Saudi Arabia. The kingdom does not
have formal relations with Israel, but covertly co-operates with the Jewish state
on security and intelligence issues.

However, it is not clear how far Biden will be willing to boost the security
relationship with Saudi Arabia, given the potential backlash he would risk among
some Democrats.
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Speaking about the speculation that Biden would visit the kingdom, Adam Schiff,
a leading Democrat, said he would not go to Saudi Arabia or shake MBS’s hand.

“This is someone who butchered an American resident [Khashoggi], cut him up
into pieces in the most terrible and premeditated way,” Schiff, who chairs the
House Intelligence Committee, told US television this month.

Missile technology

Washington is dealing with a far more assertive, confident generation of Gulf
leaders who have been hedging their relationships to be more independent of the
US. It is one of the factors that has pushed Riyadh and Abu Dhabi closer to Russia
and China in recent years; another point of friction in their relations with
Washington.

Biden angered leaders in the Gulf in his first days in office by ending Washington’s
support for the Saudi-led coalition that is fighting Iranian-backed Houthi rebels in
Yemen’s civil war. He froze “offensive” arms sales to Saudi Arabia and lifted a
terrorist designation the Trump administration imposed on the Houthis. In
Riyadh, officials saw a correlation between Biden’s decisions and an uptick in
Houthi attacks.

The militants have been locked in a conflict with the kingdom since the Saudi-led
coalition, which includes the UAE, intervened in Yemen’s civil war in 2015 to
support the ousted government. Riyadh and Abu Dhabi consider the Houthis an
Iranian proxy, and they — and Washington — accuse Tehran of supplying the
Islamists with sophisticated missile and drone technology.
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In the first months of this year, the rebels launched almost weekly attacks into the
kingdom, including a missile assault in March on Jeddah, the weekend the city
was hosting a Formula One race. In January and February, they fired missiles and
drones at Abu Dhabi, striking at the heart of power in the UAE.

As the vulnerability of his state was exposed, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, the
UAE’s leader, was furious that Biden did not call him to offer support. The UAE
then used its temporary seat on the UN Security Council to abstain on a US
resolution in February condemning Russia in an extraordinary public gesture of
frustration.

The Houthi threat has since diminished as a temporary truce in Yemen holds, and
there is growing recognition in Washington that Riyadh is working to end the

o"

conflict. Biden praised Saudi Arabia’s “courageous leadership” when the truce
was extended by another 60 days this month. But the Gulf states’ sense of
vulnerability to Iranian aggression has not dimmed, and Biden’s push to strike a
deal with Tehran to revive the 2015 nuclear deal adds another complicating layer

to Gulf-US relations.

Riyadh and Abu Dhabi worry that Washington is paying too little attention to
Iran’s missile development and support for Shia militants across the region — the
immediate threat to their security. Their fear is that Biden will reach an
agreement to revive the accord former US president Donald Trump abandoned in
2018 that emboldens the Islamic republic, while failing to check its regional
activities.

Both the Emiratis and the Saudis hear echoes of the Obama administration, which
signed the nuclear accord and angered Riyadh by saying the kingdom had to find a
way “to share the neighbourhood” with its arch rival.
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“The UAE was expecting the Biden administration to handle this differently,” the
person briefed on Abu Dhabi’s position says. “But they’ve gone back to exactly
where they were.”

The frustration is far from one way. Biden made clear his abhorrence of
Khashoggi’s murder — unlike Trump, he released US intelligence agencies’
findings on the killing — and other rights abuses. In a 2019 presidential debate,
Biden accused the Saudis of “murdering children” in an apparent reference to the
war in Yemen, where the Saudi-led coalition has drawn widespread criticism for
air strikes that have killed thousands of civilians.

In a letter to Biden last week, Schiff and five other senior Democrats, urged the
president to reiterate the demand for accountability for Khashoggi’s murder and
to continue suspending offensive support for the Saudi-led coalition fighting in
Yemen.

Dawn, a Washington-based human rights group that Khashoggi co-founded,
warned that efforts to repair Washington’s relationship with Riyadh “without a
genuine commitment to prioritise human rights are not only a betrayal of your
[Biden’s] campaign promises, but will likely embolden the crown prince to commit
further violations”.

The UAE’s reputation in Washington is far less toxic, but it has not escaped
criticism for its role in Yemen as Saudi Arabia’s partner in the coalition.
Separately, it has frustrated US officials with other foreign policy pursuits,
including its backing of renegade Libyan general, Khalifa Haftar, alongside Russia,
during Libya’s civil war. It also ruffled feathers when it chose to be among the first
Arab states to restore diplomatic relations with Syrian president Bashar al-Assad.
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After Sheikh Mohammed hosted Assad in Abu Dhabi in March, Washington said it
was “profoundly disappointed”.

Another point of contention has been the Gulf’s burgeoning relations with China
and its appetite for Chinese technology, including Huawei 5G networks, despite
Washington’s concerns about it being used to spy on American assets.

More recently there have been concerns that the UAE could become a hub for
dirty Russian money and sanctions evasion.

“The fact that the Gulf states continue to miss the level of frustration in
Washington, the intensity of frustration towards them, is a problem,” says Vakil.

For all their complaints, the US still maintains a substantial military footprint in
the region.

The UAE is only the second state after the US to own the advanced Thaad air-
defence system — the first time a Thaad was fired in combat was this year, to
down a Houthi missile launched at Abu Dhabi. Saudi Arabia, meanwhile, is set to
become the third country to own a Thaad system after the state department
approved a S15bn deal for 44 Thaad launchers in 2017.

Tom Karako, at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, says the
kingdom is acquiring as many Thaads as the US Army.
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“If anything, the US has been doing so much in fielding scarce air defences there
at the expense of modernisation, strained operational tempo, and a relative
neglecting of air defence needs in the IndoPacific,” Karako says.

The US military also provided the UAE intelligence when it struck back against
Houthi targets after the strikes on Abu Dhabi, while the Navy’s Fifth Fleet
announced in April a new task force to patrol waters off Yemen, which appeared
to be a nod to Saudi and Emirati concerns. The message from Riyadh and Abu
Dhabi, however, is they want more.

So far, the signals out of Riyadh and Abu Dhabi are that they are not yet willing to
break their ties to Putin, despite the west’s attempts to isolate him and the
invasion exposing weaknesses in Russia’s military.

At the beginning of the month, Saudi Arabia hosted Russian foreign minister
Sergei Lavrov at a GCC meeting in Riyadh. Putin’s decision to intervene in Syria’s
civil war to back Assad in 2015 elevated Russia’s role in the Middle East, even if it
was on the opposing side to the Gulf states. Combined with Moscow’s relations
with Iran, it has meant that fellow strongman Putin is increasingly viewed as a
player — and potential spoiler — in the region.

Ross cautions that even if Biden does meet MBS “it’s not going to be like a light
switch, where you flip it and everything is fine”.

“One of the reasons they’re hedging is because they want to be sure about us.
The more sure they become about us, then the more they can adjust some of
their behaviour,” Ross says. “But they’re not going to suddenly adopt a position
that is the one we want simply because we want it.”
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- Israel and Egypt to boost gas deliveries to EU - Financial Times - JUNE 15
2022

Israel and Egypt will boost gas deliveries to the EU after the three parties signed a
new energy agreement in Cairo on Wednesday as Brussels seeks to cut energy
dependence on Russia.

Recent discoveries in the Mediterranean have made the region a potential source
of new imports. Under Wednesday’s memorandum of understanding, which
follows similar deals between the EU and the US, and the EU and Qatar, Israeli gas
will be liquefied at plants in Egypt, before being sent by tanker to the bloc.

While Israeli gas is already shipped to Egypt, Israel’s energy minister Karine
Elharrar hailed the deal as the moment in which Israel — which is expected to
double its gas production following the discovery of new offshore gasfields in the
past decade — becomes “a significant player in the global energy market”.

Egypt’s petroleum minister Tarek el-Molla said that the deal, which will run for
three years and can be extended for two more, was a “milestone” and could lead
to further co-operation between other Mediterranean countries. The European
Commission said it now expects to import 7bcm of LNG from Egypt in 2022, up
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from an originally expected 5bcm. This could double again next year, a spokesman
said.

The signing in Cairo comes amid mounting concerns within the EU about the
reliability of Russian gas supplies, which accounted for about 40 per cent of the
bloc’s gas imports last year.

Italy’s gas group Eni said on Wednesday that Russia had cut gas deliveries to the
country by 15 per cent, a day after Russia’s Gazprom said that it would cut
supplies to Germany via the Nordstream 1 pipeline by 40 per cent.

During a trip to Israel on Tuesday, Ursula von der Leyen, president of the
European Commission, accused Moscow of “deliberately” cutting off supplies to
various European countries and companies since the Russian invasion of Ukraine
in “retaliation for our support” for Kyiv.

But she insisted that this had “only strengthened our resolve to break free of our
dependency on Russian fossil fuels”.

However, analysts cautioned that the ability of either Egypt or Israel to send large
additional volumes to the EU in the short term was limited, and that the deal in
Cairo would not on its own be enough to fill the gap left by Russian deliveries.

“The agreement does not lay out any specific timeline for the ramp-up in LNG
flows from Egypt or for the construction of a new pipeline to ship extra volumes
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of Israeli gas to Egypt, ” said Leo Kabouche, LNG market analyst at Energy Aspects
in London

Tom Marzec-Manser, head of gas analytics at ICIS, said that Israeli deliveries to
Egypt and Egyptian deliveries to the EU had both risen this year due to high prices
in the bloc, and that as a result, the deal was more likely to affect longer-term
deliveries.

“The market is often a better driver of these sorts of developments than political
agreements,” he added.

Martijn Murphy, principal analyst for north Africa at Wood Mackenzie, the oil and
gas consultancy, said that the deal could help foster further development of
Israeli gasfields.

“It will help Israel in terms of attracting I0Cs [international oil companies] into the
country who can be confident that there’s going to be a market to sell the gas

”

on.

Israel faces fifth election in three years - Financial Times - JUNE 21 2022

Israel is facing its fifth election in just three years after Prime Minister Naftali
Bennett and Foreign Minister Yair Lapid said that they had “exhausted options to
stabilise” their coalition government.
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Israel’s parliament could begin the process of dissolving itself as soon as
Wednesday, officials said on Tuesday. As foreseen by the coalition agreement,
Lapid will become interim prime minister. Elections are likely to be held in
October.

Bennett said in a televised address on Monday evening that the end of the
government was not an “easy” moment but that having “turned every stone” to
preserve the coalition, dissolving parliament was now the “right decision” for the
country.

The eight-party coalition has been slowly fracturing in recent weeks. It has
struggled to pass legislation after defections by MPs first robbed it of its one-seat
majority and then tipped it into a minority administration.

Formed a year ago by various factions united in part by their desire to oust Israel’s
long-serving leader Benjamin Netanyahu and his rightwing Likud party, Bennett
and Lapid’s coalition was the most ideologically diverse in the country’s history.

It brought together rightwing religious nationalists and pro-peace leftists and
included, for the first time in Israeli history, an independent Arab-Israeli Islamist

party.

The coalition took office after a period of political deadlock that resulted in four
elections in just two years. Despite its slender majority, it managed to pass Israel’s
first budget in more than two years and helped steer the country through the
Covid-19 pandemic.
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However, its ideological divisions were never far from the surface, and in recent
weeks defections and the government’s failure to pass various high-profile bills
have prompted intense speculation about its durability.

Among the bills that have fallen short was one renewing rules that allow the
application of parts of Israeli law to Jewish settlers in the occupied West Bank.
The regulations expire at the end of June, and Bennett hinted that forestalling
that deadline was one of the reasons behind the decision to dissolve parliament.
If elections are announced, the rules are automatically extended.

In his address, Lapid said that he would focus on the most pressing challenges
facing Israel. “We need to tackle the cost of living, wage the campaign against
Iran, Hamas and Hizbollah, and stand against the forces threatening to turn Israel
into a non-democratic country,” he said.

The collapse of the government will give Netanyahu — who served as prime
minister for a total of 15 years, including the period between 2009 and 2021 —
and his Likud party a chance to return to office. Polls have suggested that Likud
will be the biggest party in a new parliament but it is not clear whether it would
also be able to form a coalition government.

Netanyahu hailed the demise of Bennett’s and Lapid’s administration and insisted
that Likud would be able to form a new national government.

“After a resolute fight from the opposition in the Knesset and much suffering of
the Israeli public, it’s clear to everyone that the most failing government in the
history of the country has finished its journey,” he said.
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“I think the winds have changed.”
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Yohanan Plesner, head of the Israel Democracy Institute, said the decision to
dissolve parliament showed that, rather than overcoming the problems in Israeli
politics that had led to a series of inconclusive elections, Bennett and Lapid’s
government had not ended “Israel’s worst political crisis” but instead merely
pushed it into the background.

“This ongoing crisis will not come to an end until Israel’s leaders put their political
differences aside and enact long-overdue electoral and constitutional reforms,”
he said.

However, Plesner added that despite the government’s short tenure, it had
“played a historical role by including an Arab party in the coalition and in the
decisions made by the national leadership, and therefore paving the way for the
possibility of more inclusion by the Arab minority in the political process and
Israeli society as a whole”.
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