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Fecal coliforms per
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Israel’s worrying fourth wave - Financial Times - 17/8/2021

Since late last year, Israel has been a laboratory for the world. After winning early
access to BioNTech/Pfizer jab supplies in exchange for sharing data on its effects,
Israel was the first country to celebrate fully reopening its entire economy after
double-jabbing 70 per cent of its adult population by early April. Now, one of the
world’s most-vaccinated nations is among the first to experience an alarming
fourth wave of infections — and hospitalisations — and is rushing to give booster
shots. The rest of the world should take notice.

New infections in Israel have surged to the highest in six months, with signs that
protection against severe disease has fallen significantly for elderly people
vaccinated early this year. The data has caveats, but the trend is clear: six to eight
months after second jabs, immunity starts to wane. Most recently, the health
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ministry found that for over-65s who received a second shot in January,
protection against severe illness from the now-dominant Delta variant had fallen
as low as 55 per cent, though some analysts question this figure.

The government also estimated recently that the vaccine’s effectiveness in
stopping new infections among everyone who received second jabs in January
had dropped sharply. It remained 82 per cent effective, however, in preventing
severe illness, and 86 per cent effective in stopping hospitalisations.

While the unjabbed remain five to six times as likely to end up seriously ill, 90 per
cent of Israel’s new infections are among relatively highly vaccinated over-50s.
Health officials have warned that, at current rates, at least 5,000 people would
need hospital beds by early September, half with severe medical needs — twice
as many as Israel is equipped to handle. Israel has started offering over-60s, and
soon over-50s, a third shot. If this proves ineffective, the government has warned
that a new lockdown may be unavoidable.

Israel’s case may reflect a particular combination of factors, and may not be
exactly replicated elsewhere. It used almost exclusively Pfizer’'s mRNA vaccine,
with three-week intervals between jabs. Immunity from the Oxford/AstraZeneca
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or Moderna jabs may prove longer-lasting. Several countries, like the UK,
extended the gap between doses to 12 weeks — so second jabs were received
later. Not all followed a strict policy of inoculating the eldest first.

But Israel’s experience still has implications. Until more is known about the
durability of protection from different jabs, it suggests even highly vaccinated
countries should retain some preventive measures, such as mask-wearing in
public places.

It also signals booster programmes, though long expected, may need to be
relatively frequent and large-scale, unless the virus burns itself out. In the US,
where the Delta variant has also surged in the past month, the Biden
administration has decided to recommend booster shots eight months after a
second shot — in part after looking at the Israeli data. It is preparing to offer them
from next month.

This raises difficult questions about whether scarce vaccines should be used to
extend immunity for rich populations, rather than directed to developing
countries which remain largely unprotected. Yet it would be wrong to undermine
all the costly progress made in the developed world, requiring new lockdowns
and endangering the global economic recovery — which would have harmful
knock-on effects for lower-income countries in other ways.
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All this does add yet more urgency, however, to the need to step up production
— including within the developing world. The biggest lesson of the vaccine rollout
in Israel and elsewhere is that the world simply cannot have enough.

Lebanon’s tragedy, one year after the Beirut blast - Financial Times - 05/8/2021

If a massive explosion blamed on state incompetence had ripped through the
capital of most countries, the families of those who lost their lives or were
maimed would rightly expect a high political cost — and those responsible to be
held to account. But a year after the largest non-nuclear blast in history killed
more than 200 people in Beirut and wounded thousands of others, Lebanon’s
victims are still inexplicably waiting for justice.

It is a tragedy heaped upon a tragedy. It exemplifies, too, the callous and
despicable disregard Lebanon’s political elite has for its citizens, as it oversees a
failing state and puts its own interests before those of the long-suffering
population.

Days after the explosion, Lebanese leaders acknowledged that the August 4 blast
appeared to be the result of negligence. Some 2,750 tonnes of ammonium
nitrate, a chemical used in explosives, had been stored in the warehouse at
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Beirut’s port for six years. At the time, Michel Aoun, the president, promised that
the authorities would hold “the responsible and the negligent accountable” and
sentence them to the “most severe punishment”.

Yet Beirut rejected calls for an independent international probe. To date, no one
has been held accountable. Aoun, an ally of Hizbollah, the militant group that is
Lebanon’s dominant power, remains in office. So do most of his peers who have
collectively steered the bankrupt nation ever deeper into the abyss.

More than 20 lower-level port and customs officials have been detained, but
none has been tried in open court. Politicians have so far refused to lift immunity
for MPs and other officials who Lebanese investigators want to prosecute. A
judge who indicted some politicians without trying to lift their immunity was
removed in February after two former ministers whom he accused of criminal
negligence filed a complaint against him.

The government did resign after the blast. But 12 months on, Lebanon’s bickering,
sectarian political factions, which have for decades gorged on a patronage system
rife with corruption, have failed to agree on a new administration.
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All the while, the country’s worst economic crisis since a 15-year civil war ended
in 1990 deepens every day. That piles more misery on the population as the
currency plummets to new lows, hyperinflation soars and shortages of fuel,
medicines and other goods blight the nation.

Donors, including the US, France and the UK, are ready to help if a credible
government is formed that is willing and able to tackle corruption and implement
urgently needed reforms. An IMF support package is also waiting in the wings if
the political class gets its act together. So far, the power brokers have ignored
international pressure, just as they have ignored the plight of their people.

Last month, EU officials, frustrated by the intransigence, said the bloc had agreed
to create a “sanctions regime” to target Lebanese leaders who have presided over
the stalemate and been involved in corruption. No action has yet been taken. But
punitive measures against the warlords-cum-politicians who are holding the
shattered nation hostage may be the one thing that triggers a rethink within the
elite.

Western states should consider ways to sanction those impeding the investigation
into the port explosion and preventing those responsible from being brought to
justice. The very least the victims deserve is some form of accountability. If the
status quo continues, Lebanon’s slide towards total collapse will only accelerate.
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How Israel used NSO spyware as diplomatic calling card - Financial Times -
21/7/2021

In the midst of a coronavirus pandemic, Israeli Defense Minister Naftali
Bennett came up with an idea to curb the spread of the disease. Let NSO,
a military spyware maker, track every move of fellow citizens.

Suggestion from the current man Prime Minister of Israel Did not pass the
convocation.But it shows a close relationship in which an Israeli company
was attacked for sale by rights activists. Military grade surveillance
software The oppressive regime has the highest levels of the state.

NSQO’s Pegasus software, which requires a government license for export
to be considered a weapon, has become an important part of Israel’s
diplomatic support in recent years. This role has been focused on since this
weekend. Revelation by a newspaper consortium It dates back to the
mobile phones of 37 journalists, lawyers and political activists. The
software secretly turns your phone into a listening device while exposing
encrypted content.

“Since the 1950s, Israel has used the sale of weapons for diplomatic
interests. Only the name of the country changes,” says Israel, which has
been trying for years to revoke its NSO export license. Said Eitay Mack, a
human rights lawyer. “The question is whether there are any changes in
export policy.”

While a recent news media leak about Pegasus has caused international
anger, criticism in Israel has been silent. “It's a commercial motivation and
looks kind,” the report said, saying former Deputy Military Secretary
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Magister Militum jumped in support of the NSO in a television speech.
‘NSO is not the only one to do that.”

The Defense Ministry, which must approve all licenses to export weapons,
said that “appropriate measures will be taken” if a breach of the export
license is proven.

Shalev Hulio, co-founder and chief executive officer of NSO, is a
consortium claiming that NSO spyware is regularly used by members of
civil society, opposition leaders, and people unrelated to terrorism and
crime. Denied the findings of.

“We are very vocal insisting that these are not Pegasus targets, or have
been selected as Pegasus targets, or potential Pegasus targets. This is a
customer of our company and NSO Technology. It has nothing to do with,
“he told Financial Times, vowing to shut down the customer’s system,
which has been proven to infect devices owned by journalists and
members of civil society.

NSO has stated in the past that it cannot access the client’s target. Hulio
said the company contacted each of its clients individually to reach that
conclusion.

“Toys that everyone wants”

In recent years, Israel has improved bilateral relations by providing Gulf
countries such as the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia with
secret security cooperation against shared enemies in the region, from the
Muslim Brotherhood to Iran. Is calling.
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As the country approached, groups such as Amnesty International and
Citizen Lab have tracked an increase in Pegasus invasion of journalists,
opponents and activists across the region.

“It’s like the toys that every intelligence officer wants,” said a person
involved in marketing NSO products in the Gulf. “They love demos and love
that they are from Israel.”

Similarly, the Pegasus attack has been documented by critics of
governments in Hungary, India and Rwanda, with former Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu seeking an alliance with right-wing leaders.

For years, Israel has ignored calls from UN reporters on freedom of
expression and others to put the sale of spyware in the moratorium and to
regulate it more tightly.

NSQO’s CEO has pushed back the proposal that the company’s products
have been utilized by Israel abroad.

“We are not a tool for the Israeli government’s diplomacy. We are a
commercial company and our shareholders are UK private equity,” Hulio
said of Novalpina Capital. “These claims are just a theory.”

“The government wants to help them.”

Those who have fought the NSO'’s influence in Israel say the company
enjoys strong support from Israeli law and politics.
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An Israeli judge has imposed a gag order on Mexican rights activists,
allowing them to secretly hear proceedings against the company.

A judge with a long background in military intelligence oversees a case filed
by a friend of Saudi Arabian dissident and murdered Washington Post
columnist Jamal Khashoggi. A friend claims that the NSO knew that his
phone was being targeted. The judge refused to resign himself, despite
proclaiming a prior relationship with an NSO lawyer.

“The impression | got is that the government is eager to help them,
especially when it comes to keeping the debate away from public
surveillance,” said Alaa Mahajna, chief attorney in both proceedings. | did.

“Companies should be held accountable for the dangerous technologies
they sell, but the most efficient way is prevention, and unfortunately only
the Ministry of Defense can do it.”

Hulio refused to comment on the ongoing proceedings. The NSO said:
“These issues have previously been filed in proceedings against NSO and
others, and the court has never accepted this stance.”

As part of that, the NSO did not keep its relationship with the Israeli
government secret. In 2019, the lawyer claimed in a lawsuit that revealing
the list of clients “does meaningful harm to the state’s diplomatic relations.”
In another filing, the company also states that the Israeli government itself
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uses NSO technology. Many of its staff are from elite military intelligence
units.

The NSO has hired well-known Western advisers, including former US
Department of Homeland Security secretary Thomas Ridge and assistant
secretary Juliet Kaiem in the same department. The current PR attack is
led by a former Israeli censor.

From time to time, the Israeli government intervened to direct the sale of
the company, the two who knew of the issue said, especially after a famous
scandal such as when a Saudi operative was killed. Khashoggi in Istanbul
October 2018.

The NSO initially suspended its contract with Saudi Arabia on allegations
that Saudi technology was being used to track Khashoggi and his
associates. However, the two people who are aware of the issue said they
renewed the contract in 2019 with the full approval of the Israeli
government.

“There was direct encouragement to maintain this relationship,” he added,
adding that NSO employees returning from the Gulf were often reported by
Israeli intelligence. Hulio of NSO denied that such a briefing had taken
place.

“‘Holy cow of the economy”

In many cases, Israeli government links are more public. After the dam
collapsed in Brazil in January 2019, killing hundreds of people, the
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government dispatched NSO Hulio, a reserve for the Israeli army’s search
and rescue team, as part of its aid mission.

“| traveled there as part of my reserve duty. I’'m proud of what I'm doing and
it has nothing to do with NSO,” he said.

Hulio showed how to use NSO software to triangulate the position of a cell
phone to the last centimeter, according to people familiar with his travels.

“Israel has specific diplomatic goals, and the interests of Israel and the
interests of these for-profit companies can sometimes match,” said the
author and research journalist who first published NSO'’s secret technology
in 2012. Shay Aspril says.

“The Israeli people do not fully understand what is happening inside high
tech (the holy cow of the economy). The Israeli people are not so interested
and pressure the government to change something. It is not.”
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