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e Méme avec une tréve, Gaza restera une prison - Le Monde- 8/8/2022
° Opec+ agrees minimal oil production rise in effort to placate
western allies - Financial Times - 3/8/2022
° EU mediators submit ‘final text’ in effort to revive Iran nuclear deal
- Financial Times - 8/8/2022
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e Méme avec une tréve, Gaza restera une prison - Le Monde- 8/8/2022

Le cessez-le-feu entre Israél et le Jihad islamique a suscité, comme a chaque fois,
des communiqués laconiques. Pourtant rien n’explique pourquoi les pays qui
peuvent prétendre a une influence sur les autorités israéliennes se montrent aussi
absents et résignés a un faux statu quo.

Le sort de Gaza était une fois encore suspendu a celui d’'une tréve, lundi 8 ao(t.
En cause, les frappes commencées par Israél contre des responsables du Jihad
islamique, un groupe armé palestinien que I'Etat hébreu et la majorité de ses
alliés occidentaux considerent comme terroriste. Elles ont été suivies en
représailles de tirs de roquettes sur le territoire israélien, revendiqués par cette
méme organisation.

Ce nouvel accés de violence, toujours plus colteux en vies palestiniennes (plus de
guarante en trois jours, dont des enfants, selon les Palestiniens), a suscité,
comme les précédents et comme ceux qui suivront immanquablement, les
mémes communiqués laconiques. Nul doute que les chancelleries s’empresseront
d’oublier Gaza une fois que les armes se seront tues.

Elles auront tort, comme elles ont tort de se désintéresser par lassitude et
accablement de la destinée de cette enclave soumise depuis plus de quinze ans a
un blocus impitoyable. Malgré les guerres de 2008, 2012, 2014 et 2021, ces
quinze années de banalisation d’une situation inacceptable ont fait de Gaza, outre
la mise en abyme de I'asymétrie du conflit israélo-palestinien, un territoire perdu
de la conscience internationale.

Un blocus mortifere

Lorsque cessent les tirs de roquettes palestiniennes, interceptées pour |'écrasante
majorité d’entre elles par la trés performante défense antiaérienne de I'Etat
hébreu, les Israéliens renouent avec une vie ordinaire. Il en va tout autrement
pour les habitants de Gaza, qui restent soumis au méme régime de punition
collective, prisonniers de la méme gedle a ciel ouvert. L’étroite bande de terre ne
surnage que grace a une aide extérieure étroitement contrélée par Israél.
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Les conséquences de ce blocus mortifére, qui a succédé a des années de régime
d’exception, sont rappelées année apres année par les organisations
internationales comme la Banque mondiale. Il s’agit d’'un taux de chdmage et d’un
niveau de pauvreté dévastateurs qui condamnent les Palestiniens a une vie sans
avenir, de conditions d’existence de plus en plus critiques, notamment pour ce
qui concerne l'acces a I'eau.

La résignation internationale ne se limite pas, hélas, a Gaza. La politique
israélienne d’expulsion en cours dans les quartiers orientaux de Jérusalem, les
violences perpétrées par les colons israéliens de Cisjordanie comme la décision de
transfert forcé d’un millier de Palestiniens du sud d’"Hébron ne suscitent guere
plus que des toussotements de plus en plus discrets. Et les nouveaux alliés arabes
d’Israél, des Emirats arabes unis au Maroc, ont manifestement exclu d’obtenir, en
contrepartie de normalisations historiques, la moindre avancée pour les
Palestiniens.

Divisés autant politiquement que géographiquement, ces derniers ont fourni tous
les prétextes possibles a ce désintéressement international. L'ossification de la
direction du mouvement national palestinien, incarnée par la présidence usée
jusqu’a la corde de Mahmoud Abbas en témoigne. Cela n’explique pourtant pas
pourquoi les pays qui peuvent prétendre a une influence sur les autorités
israéliennes, a commencer par les Etats-Unis ou les principaux pays européens, se
montrent aussi absents et résignés a un faux statu quo.

Ce dernier masque de plus en plus difficilement la mort inéluctable de la solution
a deux Etats, qui reste pourtant leur horizon diplomatique officiel. Les
bombardements de Gaza devraient servir de rappel a I'ordre, car il faudra bien
payer un jour le prix moral de I'inaction.

° Opec+ agrees minimal oil production rise in effort to placate
western allies - Financial Times - 3/8/2022
Opec and its allies have agreed one of the smallest oil production
increases in the group’s history as Saudi Arabia attempts to appease
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western allies without using up all its unused capacity. The increase
agreed on Wednesday of just 100,000 barrels a day, or 0.1 per cent of
global demand, is likely to cause disappointment in western capitals,
after presidents Joe Biden of the US and Emmanuel Macron of France
met Saudi Arabia’s crown prince Mohammed bin Salman separately in
recent weeks. Saudi Arabia has warmed to a small production increase
as it attempts to utilise oil diplomacy to rehabilitate Prince Mohammed
after western allies had distanced themselves following the murder of
journalist Jamal Khashoggi in 2018. But it is also balancing its
relationship with Russia, which has partnered since 2016 with the Opec
group that Saudi Arabia leads. Moscow has been hit with a series of
sanctions targeting its oil exports that go into effect later this year in
response to its invasion of Ukraine. There are concerns that the kingdom
and its Gulf allies such as the United Arab Emirates will not be able to
replace the expected shortfall in Russian output. “Saudi Arabia is trying
to balance calls from its western allies for higher oil production against
the need to keep its spare capacity in reserve in case output falls sharply
elsewhere in the coming months,” said Christyan Malek, analyst at
JPMorgan. “This small increase will not materially change the balance of
the market but they cannot be accused of doing nothing,” he said. Opec
itself warned on Wednesday of “the severely limited availability of
excess capacity” saying it was therefore necessary to utilise it “with
great caution”. The Biden administration tried to downplay the small
size of the increase and sought to highlight that oil prices have already
declined in recent weeks, with Brent crude the international benchmark
dropping from $120 in June to near $100 on Wednesday. Brent prices
initially rose after the Opec+ decision to above $102 a barrel but
reversed course later to fall towards $96.50, down 4 per cent on the
day. Amos Hochstein, senior adviser for energy security, said on CNN
that Wednesday’s announcement followed Opec+ agreeing to
accelerate planned production increases ahead of Biden’s trip to Jeddah
last month. “We wanted to see some increases in the production before
we announced the trip, we saw that significant increase in July and
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August, this is a smaller increase but an increase nonetheless,”
Hochstein said. Petrol prices in the US, a focus for Biden ahead of
midterm elections in November, have followed crude south, but there
are concerns in Washington that prices could start heading higher again.
While Biden is seeking lower prices at the pump, the Gulf states have
been looking for more military support and co-operation from
Washington. On Tuesday, the US state department, which has been
leading Biden’s efforts to lower energy prices globally, approved the
potential sale of missiles needed to rearm US-supplied defence systems
in Saudi Arabia and the UAE. This deal will need to be approved by
Congress. Helima Croft, a former CIA analyst and head of commodities
research at RBC Capital Markets, questioned whether the US was quite
so sanguine in private over the size of the increase, arguing 100,000 b/d
was likely to be less than it wanted in return for investing in a “reset
package” with the kingdom. “A lot of political capital was extended on
that visit [by Biden] to Saudi Arabia,” Croft said. “l think it’s probably an
understatement to say that there will be disappointment in
Washington.” Saudi Arabia is, however, already pumping close to 11mn
b/d of crude, near its maximum capacity is about 12mn b/d. There are
guestions in the oil industry over how long that level could be
maintained. The country’s energy minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman,
the half-brother of the crown prince, has emphasised cohesion within
the group but that is becoming more challenging. Many Opec members
are already struggling to hit their own production targets after years of
under-investment and mismanagement, and so would not stand to
benefit from higher volumes and may lose out if prices fall. Russia,
which has grown more dependent on its relationships in the Middle East
as western powers have sought to isolate Moscow, agreed that Opec+
should accelerate production increases in July and August as they
unwound the last of the production cuts made at the height of Covid-19
lockdowns. The G7 said on Tuesday that it remained committed to
trying to cap Russia’s oil revenues in response to its invasion of Ukraine.
Sanctions targeting Russia’s ability to export its oil are expected to come
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into force this year unless a deal to sell its oil at below market rates can
be agreed, helping keep global markets well supplied while limiting
revenues flowing to the Kremlin.

° EU mediators submit ‘final text’ in effort to revive Iran nuclear deal
- Financial Times - 8/8/2022

EU officials mediating talks between the US and Iran aimed at reviving the 2015
nuclear accord have put forward the “final text” of an agreement they hope will
convince Tehran to sign. The latest round of negotiations, which began in Vienna
last week, bore the hallmarks of a last-ditch attempt to secure an agreement
between the Islamic republic and the Biden administration after 15 months of EU-
mediated indirect talks. Josep Borrell, the EU’s foreign policy chief, said on
Monday: “What can be negotiated has been negotiated, and it’s now in a final
text.” “However, behind every technical issue and every paragraph lies a political
decision that needs to be taken in the capitals,” Borrell wrote on Twitter. “If these
answers are positive, then we can sign this deal.” Diplomats and analysts have
been saying for weeks that with many of the details of an agreement reached, it is
up to Tehran and Washington to make the political decisions about whether they
want to sign. Both capitals blame each other for the deadlock, and entered the
talks playing down any expectations of a breakthrough. The Iranian delegation
was to return to Tehran for consultations, the country’s state media said. Iran’s
foreign minister Hossein Amirabdollahian said in a telephone conversation with
Borrell on Monday evening that “any final agreement should meet the rights and
interests of the Iranian nation and guarantee sustainable and effective removal of
sanctions”. Another Iranian foreign ministry official told local news agencies that
“relative progress” was made at the talks, but they added that the Islamic
Republic had “serious concerns” about the US failing to meet its commitments.
Under the agreement, reached in 2015, Iran agreed to strict limits on its nuclear
activity in exchange for the US lifting many sanctions. The nuclear crisis was
triggered when then-US president Donald Trump unilaterally abandoned the
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accord in 2018 and imposed waves of crippling sanctions on Iran. Tehran
responded by ramping up its nuclear activity and it is now enriching uranium close
to weapons grade. President Joe Biden said the US would rejoin the deal if Iran
agreed to return to compliance, but Tehran has insisted it first needs guarantees
from Washington that no future administration will be able to unilaterally
withdraw from the deal. Recommended Josep Borrell Josep Borrell: Now is the
time to save the Iran nuclear deal Experts said it was virtually impossible for the
US to provide such assurances. Tehran has also demanded that Washington lift a
terrorist designation on Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards, something Biden has
publicly rejected. The talks have been further complicated by Iran’s insistence
that the International Atomic Energy Agency, the UN watchdog, drop a
longstanding probe into past nuclear activity at three undeclared sites. Borrell
said negotiators used the Vienna talks to “fine tune and address” a handful of
issues in a text that he put forward last month. Western diplomats said the
parties were close to finalising a deal at the last talks in Vienna five months ago.
But Washington and Tehran have been unable to resolve outstanding issues as
concerns have mounted that the process has been edging towards collapse.
Analysts said neither side wanted to be blamed for the talks’ failure, while both
have to consider the reactions of their domestic constituencies. But Iran’s
expanded nuclear activity means the uneasy limbo is ultimately unsustainable.
“It’s definitely one step forward, one step backwards,” said Ali Vaez, Iran analyst
at the International Crisis Group think-tank. “On the one hand, they’ve made
progress on the IRGC [Revolutionary Guards]-related sanctions and also on the
question of guarantees. But they were absolutely unable to resolve
disagreements over the safeguards probe into the three undeclared locations in
Iran. “That’s now the obstacle that prevents finalising the agreement, so in many
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ways we are back to March when we had a single obstacle to a dea
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