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- Middle East ministers hold talks in Israel on ‘common enemies' - Financial
Times- 28/3/2022

- Biden's monumental hypocrisy on Palestine - The Institute for Middle East
Understanding

- Iran’s enemies in the Middle East are closing ranks — Financial Times -
David Gardner MARCH 23 2022
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- Middle East ministers hold talks in Israel on ‘common enemies' - Financial
Times- 28/3/2022
Foreign ministers from across the Middle East have met for a summit in the
Negev desert, the first such meeting to take place on Israeli soil, as they try
to co-ordinate their response to regional security threats including Iran. US
secretary of state Antony Blinken is also attending the summit, alongside
Israel’s Yair Lapid, the UAE’s Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Sameh
Shoukry of Egypt, Nasser Bourita from Morocco and Bahrain’s Abdullatif bin
Rashid Al Zayani — all countries that have established diplomatic ties with
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Israel. Lapid on Monday said that the purpose of the Negev summit was to
build a “new regional architecture” whose shared capabilities “intimidates
and deters our common enemies — first and foremost Iran and its proxies”.
Israeli officials oppose the possible revival of a nuclear agreement with Iran.
The US Biden administration has been holding indirect talks in Vienna,
mediated by the EU, with Iran for 12 months in the hope of securing an
agreement that would lead to Iran drastically reducing its nuclear activity.
In return, the US would rejoin the accord and lift many sanctions on the
Islamic republic. Gulf states such as the UAE, Bahrain and Saudi Arabia also
worry that any revival of the nuclear deal will embolden Iran and its
proxies. “The momentum for this emerging regional bloc is due to the
progress of the Vienna talks, which has fuelled common concerns over the
prospect of an increasingly confident and wealthy Iran, free of sanctions,
increasingly activating its offensive capabilities,” said Yaakov Lappin, a
defence analyst. “Blinken’s presence provides an opportunity for this bloc
to share concerns and co-ordinate responses with the US to these future
scenarios.” On Sunday, a senior US official warned that a deal to save the
nuclear accord with Iran was neither imminent nor inevitable as diplomatic
efforts stalled over Tehran’s demand that Washington removes a terrorist
designation on the elite Revolutionary Guards. Recommended David
Gardner Iran’s enemies in the Middle East are closing ranks The Negev
summit was hastily arranged late last week after Blinken’s visit to Israel was
already confirmed. The UAE, Bahrain and Morocco normalised relations
with Israel in 2020; Egypt struck a peace deal with Israel in 1979. Jordan,
which established relations with Israel in 1994, chose not to send a
representative despite unofficial Israeli entreaties. Jordanian King Abdullah
instead travelled to Ramallah, the de facto capital of the Palestinian
Authority, for a pre-planned meeting on Monday with Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas. It was the first visit by the Jordanian monarch to the
occupied West Bank for five years. Blinken also met Abbas over the
weekend, and at the Negev summit stated that Israeli-Arab normalisation
could not be a “substitute” for progress between Palestinians and Israelis.
Over the weekend, two Israeli police officers were killed by gun-wielding
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assailants in the northern city of Hadera. Four Israeli civilians were killed
last Tuesday in the city of Be’er Sheva in a combined car-ramming and knife
attack. Officials have attributed both events to Palestinian citizens of Israel
with known ties to Isis. The Israeli military announced an increase in its
troop presence in the West Bank, while the country’s police and public
have shifted to a heightened state of alert. Israel has been warning for
several weeks of the risk of violence escalating during April, with the
Muslim holiday of Ramadan and the Jewish festival of Passover taking place
at the same time. Ramadan, set to begin this weekend, has historically
been a time of heightened religious tensions, especially in Jerusalem and its
holy sites.

- Biden's monumental hypocrisy on Palestine - The Institute for Middle East
Understanding

Fiercely attacking the George W. Bush administration’s case for what he

called a “Hiroshima-style” aggression on Iraq in 2003, Edward Said

wrote that the U.S. position was “monumentally hypocritical” for accusing
the Iraqi regime of atrocities and crimes that had been “the stock in trade of
every Israeli government since 1948.” The diametrically opposite U.S.
positions on Palestinian rights vs. Ukrainian rights today have all the

hallmarks of this same level of hypocrisy.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken recently urged the United Nations
Human Rights Council to unequivocally condemn Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, saying: “The Council members should stop using language

implying that all sides bear equal responsibility for the unprovoked attack of

51


https://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2003/02/54351.html
https://www.indymedia.org.uk/en/2003/02/54351.html
https://bdsmovement.net/hypocrisy
https://www.state.gov/remarks-at-the-un-human-rights-council-49th-session/

one side. ... The same goes for members who argue, falsely, that denouncing
human rights abuses is ‘politicizing’ the situation. It is failing to speak up
about human rights abuses that politicizes the situation.” In the same
speech, without any sense of irony, Blinken condemned the Council’s

investigation of Israel’s grave abuses of Palestinian human rights.

This blatant double standard has been condemned

by Palestinians and many others, particularly given the U.S.’s

massive military funding and diplomatic shield that enable Israel’s military

occupation of Palestinian land and apartheid “regime of Jewish supremacy
from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea,” as the leading Israeli

human rights organization, B'Tselem, describes it.

Adding insult to injury, many U.S. lawmakers who are calling for sweeping

sanctions on Russia are simultaneously fighting to demonize, deter and
prohibit support for the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (B.D.S.)
movement for Palestinian rights, including by recently reintroducing the so-

called Israel Anti-Boycott Act to Congress. Several federal courts have struck

down similar anti-B.D.S. bills, condemned by the American Civil Liberties

Union as “unconstitutional, McCarthy era tactics” designed to suppress

nonviolent advocacy of Palestinian rights. Recent polls show an inspiring
rise in support for B.D.S. among Democrats and a whopping 72% of all

Americans opposing anti-BDS laws.

Led by the broadest coalition in Palestinian society, B.D.S. calls for ending

Israel’s military rule over Palestinian lands occupied since 1967, recognizing
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the fundamental rights of the Arab-Palestinian citizens of Israel to full
equality, and the right of Palestinian refugees to return to the homes and
lands from which they were forcibly displaced and dispossessed during

Israel’s establishment in 1948.

The B.D.S. movement has publicly opposed Russia’s illegal war on Ukraine

as a violation of the UN Charter, regardless of persistent NATO

provocations. It has also condemned the “patently illegal and immoral US-

or NATO- led wars of the past decades.”

Western reactions to Russia’s war, however, have exposed blatant hypocrisy.
Merely weeks into the war, boycotts animated by what one critic describes

as a “mob mentality” have targeted everyone and everything

Russian from_academics, to cultural figures

(including Tchaikovsky and Dostoevsky), to_cats. The Western-dominated

international football federation, FIFA, has hit Russia with severe sanctions,

while hundreds of Western corporations have ended business there.

Yet, many of the same corporations and institutions have been implicated in
Israel’s much longer military rule over Palestinians. FIFA has rebuffed 174
Palestinian sports clubs’ demands to suspend the Israel Football Association
(IFA), ignoring not just Israel’s ongoing occupation but also the IFA’s

inclusion of illegal settlements’ teams in violation of FIFA’s own statutes.

Companies that have pulled out of Russia but are still complicit in Israel’s

crimes against Palestinians include HP, Hyundai, Caterpillar, General

Mills, Puma, IBM, and_G4S, among many others.
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When rejecting B.D.S. demands, governments, corporations and institutions
have rhetorically argued that the arts, business relations, academic
endeavors, sports, or fill-in-the-blanks are “above politics.” As_Ali Farag, a
squash world champion, recently noted, “we’ve never been allowed to speak
about politics in sports, but all of a sudden now it’s allowed. And now that
it’s allowed I hope that people also look at oppression everywhere in the
world. The Palestinians have been going through that for the past 74 years.”

Hypocrisy aside, not all boycotts are morally equivalent. Adhering to anti-

racist principles, B.D.S. targets_institutions — not ordinary individuals —

based on complicity, not identity. This stands in sharp contrast to

the xenophobic boycotts targeting Russians because of their identity or

views.

Inspired by the South African anti-apartheid movement, we are pressuring
states, corporations and institutions to end complicity in Israel’s violations
of Palestinian human rights. To do no harm, at the very least, they are
legally and morally obliged to end their involvement in Israel’s illegal
policies of forcing Palestinians out of their homes from the Al-

Nagab (Negev) desert to_Sheikh Jarrah in occupied East Jerusalem and

elsewhere; the siege of two million people in Gaza; environmental

destruction, and land grabbing construction of illegal walls and settlements

which suffocate Palestinians in the West Bank in ever shrinking areas.
Through these and a myriad of other policies Israel treats Palestinians as

“an inferior racial group,” as Amnesty International stated in a recent

watershed report that designates Israel as a system of apartheid.
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https://www.thenation.com/article/world/ali-farag-palestine/
https://bdsmovement.net/news/racism-and-racial-discrimination-are-antithesis-freedom-justice-equality
https://bdsmovement.net/news/racism-and-racial-discrimination-are-antithesis-freedom-justice-equality
https://bdsmovement.net/pacbi/cultural-boycott-guidelines
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/09/opinion/ukraine-russia-cancel-culture-putin.html
https://montreal.ctvnews.ca/it-s-absurd-debate-over-cancelled-performance-by-russian-piano-prodigy-in-montreal-1.5814506
https://www.whoprofits.org/dynamic-report/tools-of-dispossession-in-the-naqab-development-and-military-projects/
https://www.whoprofits.org/dynamic-report/tools-of-dispossession-in-the-naqab-development-and-military-projects/
https://www.alhaq.org/advocacy/18442.html
https://imeu.org/article/imeu-policy-analysis-4-why-israel-must-be-held-accountable-for-policies-tow
https://www.btselem.org/settler_violence/20180802_settlers_destroy_2000_palestinian_owned_trees
https://www.btselem.org/settler_violence/20180802_settlers_destroy_2000_palestinian_owned_trees
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2017/03/land-day-2017-israels-relentless-land-grab-continues/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2022/02/israels-apartheid-against-palestinians-a-cruel-system-of-domination-and-a-crime-against-humanity/

Palestinians and millions worldwide who support our liberation struggle,

will now more than ever insist on moral and legal consistency, on our right

to live in freedom, justice and equality and to demand an end to complicity

and to all this monumental hypocrisy.

Omar Barghouti is a Palestinian human rights defender, co-founder of the

BDS movement, and recipient of the 2017 Gandhi Peace Award.

Iran’s enemies in the Middle East are closing ranks — Financial Times -
David Gardner- MARCH 23 2022

The stop-start efforts to resuscitate the landmark nuclear deal, or Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action, Iran signed with the US and five world
powers in 2015 may be in danger of meeting another dead end. This
month, Russia, an original signatory and enabler of the deal, suddenly
demanded an Iranian loophole in the near comprehensive sanctions the
developed world has imposed on Moscow as a result of its invasion of
Ukraine. Josep Borrell, the foreign policy chief of the EU who has mediated
negotiations with Iran in Vienna, “paused” the process, while emphasising
that “a final text is essentially ready and on the table”. Further signs the
endgame was in sight were the release of dual western-Iranian nationals,
such as Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe, taken hostage by the Tehran theocracy
on spurious charges. Moscow has retreated from its blatant sabotage, so
far. Sergei Lavrov, Russia’s foreign minister, claimed the US had guaranteed
the sanctions imposed after the invasion of Ukraine would not affect its
trade with Tehran. There is no evidence for this. But Iran, an ally of
convenience of Russia’s, lobbied hard with Moscow to remove its
roadblock. Iran wants relief from crippling economic sanctions imposed
after Donald Trump unilaterally withdrew the US from the deal in 2018. The
US and other signatories want to prevent Iran reaching the threshold of
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nuclear weapons capability after it started enriching uranium to near
weapons grade after 2019. The new question mark over reviving the JCPOA
is Iran’s demand that the US removes the foreign terrorist organisation
(FTO) designation Trump imposed in 2019 on the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps (IRGC), Tehran’s praetorians and enforcers at home and
foreign legion across the Middle East. The possibility that Joe Biden’s
administration might do this has electrified the Middle East. This demand is
outside the framework of the nuclear deal. But, as even the original JCPOA
showed, it was nigh on impossible for foreign companies to invest in Iran
without falling foul of the US Treasury, which threatened to exclude from
the dollar financial system anyone dealing with the IRGC. Many initially
thought the Iranian demand was the work of hardliners who do not want a
deal. Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the supreme leader, is understood to want an
agreement. But it would be hard for Khamenei to be seen to retreat from
the defence of an institution, the Revolutionary Guard, essential to his
regime. It is also extremely difficult for Biden to be seen to reward the
IRGC, which is directly or through proxies behind devastating missile and
drone attacks across the Levant and the Gulf. There would be uproar in the
US Congress. Yet officials in the Middle East say the US is trying to find a
way to clear this roadblock: to delist the IRGC in return for an Iranian
commitment to de-escalate its aggression in the region. An initial report on
the news site Axios last week may have been missed by many. But once
Israel checked it out, it leaked every detail it had and denounced it. Now
Naftali Bennett, the Israeli prime minister, Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, Egypt’s
president, and Mohammed bin Zayed, Abu Dhabi crown prince and de facto
ruler of the United Arab Emirates, are closeted in a summit at Sharm al-
Sheikh, the Egyptian Sinai resort. This was set to be an unusual and
unusually long meeting, and Arab sources say there was even talk they
might be joined by Mohammed bin Salman, the Saudi crown prince and
day-to-day ruler of the kingdom. This has the makings of a common front
against Iran. They have already seen how the Islamic Republic, subject to
the most punishing embargo ever until Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, has
exponentially expanded its regional influence since Trump’s histrionic
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withdrawal from the JCPOA and pursuit of a “maximum pressure”
campaign that had boomerang written all over it. It also backfired badly on
the Gulf, which naively thought the US would protect them from Iranian
reprisals. As well as attacking directly from Iran, the IRGC and its proxies —
Hizbollah in Lebanon and Syria, Houthi rebels in Yemen, a cluster of Iraqi
militias and a network of fighters in Syria — continue their regional attacks
even as Tehran moves closer to a nuclear deal. On March 13, the IRGC
acknowledged a 12-missile strike on Erbil in Iragi Kurdistan, against, they
said, an “Israeli target” but close to the US consulate. Days later there was
another salvo against Saudi Aramco installations in Jeddah, in the west of
the kingdom. The fifth round of Saudi-Iranian talks in Baghdad, a fragile
chrysalis of rapprochement, was suspended. The clash of ranks closing is
the sound to be heard now.
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